
264 JOURNAL OF DISCOURSES.

things for? Yes; how pleasing—how glo-

rious it would be, could we see those

three old Nephites whose prayers have

ascended up, for something like 1,800

years, in behalf of the children of men in

the last days, and have them return to

their old native land, and find the king-

dom of God prepared and pure to receive

them, and could we hear their teachings,

and their voices lifted up in our midst.

Should not this be cheering to our

hearts? Yes. Is there anything too great

for us to suffer or endure, or any sacrifice

too great for us to make to be prepared

to receive blessings of this description?

No. Then let us wake up, and be assured

that just as soon as we prepare ourselves

for these blessings, so soon they will be

upon our heads. Do you suppose that

these three Nephites have any knowl-

edge of what is going on in this land?

They know all about it; they are filled

with the spirit of prophecy. Why do they

not come into our midst? Because the

time has not come. Why do they not lift

up their voices in the midst of our con-

gregations? Because there is a work for

us to do preparatory to their reception,

and when that is accomplished, they will

accomplish their work, unto whomsoever

they desire to minister. If they shall

pray to the Father, says the Book of Mor-

mon, in the name of Jesus, they can

show themselves unto whatsoever per-

son or people they choose. The very rea-

son they do not come amongst us is, be-

cause we have a work to do prepara-

tory to their coming; and just as soon as

that is accomplished they are on hand,

and also many other good old worthy

ancients that would rejoice our hearts

could we behold their countenances, and

hear them recite over the scenes they

have passed through, and the history of

past events, as well as prophesy of the

events to come. How great and how

precious are the promises of the Lord,

contained in ancient revelation! How

great and precious are the promises He

is still making almost every week from

the stand, by the mouth of the Presi-

dent whom He has appointed over all

this Church! How earnestly has He

plead with us as a people! Can we

not bear witness? Would not the walls

of this Tabernacle, if they could speak,

bear witness how faithfully we have been

warned, week after week, month after

month, and year after year, to cease from

all evil, to purify our hearts, to do the

things that are required at our hands,

and not merely say, "Yes, we will go and

do it," but go and do it? It is the study

of the servants of God, by day and by

night, how to sanctify this people be-

fore God—how to lead them according to

the law of righteousness, until they hate

wickedness and abomination; and when

the servants of God see evil rising in our

midst they are filled with the spirit of

justice, the Spirit of the Almighty fills

their souls with indignation against all

wicked works, and abominations, and

dishonesty, and corruption that may en-

ter these peaceful Valleys. Let us then

give heed to the warning voice; let us not

count these things as a mere song—as a

trifling anecdote to amuse our ears, but

let us endeavor to do the things that are

required at our hands.

If we have property, let us tithe that

property; if we have the privilege of con-

secrating all we have, and it is required,

let us do it freely, and voluntarily, and

that will be pleasing in the sight of God,

trusting in Him who holds the heavens

and the earth in His own hands, who

holds the creations of eternity in His

own hands, and sways His scepter over

kingdoms and worlds without number,

and controls them according to His own

will and pleasure. Has He not told us,

in the early rise of this Church, if we

would do His will, and seek the riches

that is the will of the Father to bestow

upon us, we should be the richest of


