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all people; for the riches of eternity

should be given to us, and it must needs

be, saith the Lord, that the riches of the

earth are mine to give. They are all

His; how easily He could turn all the

riches of the earth into our hands, if we

were only prepared to receive them and

use them according to His will. But He

knows the time to hasten them, and He

knows the secret intents of our hearts as

a people; He knows whether we are pre-

pared to use the riches of the earth to

build up His kingdom or not, and He will

withhold them, until the time shall fully

come for Him to bless us according to the

promise He has made—until we shall be

prepared to receive them; we shall have

riches then in great plenty. Gold will be

so plentiful that we may find no use for

it only to make culinary and other uten-

sils; we may use some of it for paving our

streets, and for whatsoever is necessary;

we can use the gold and silver which we

have not toiled for in the gold mines of

California and Australia, to collect for

ourselves; we shall have that which oth-

ers have labored for, but were unworthy

because of wickedness to enjoy.

We have heard the Elders of the

Church give us some idea how this may

be brought about. How easy it is for

the Lord to stay the rains of heaven, as

He did last season in the United States,

and shut up the windows on high, that

they should not pour out their refresh-

ing showers on the earth, and cause

the grain to wither away, and the earth

to become barren and desolate, and to

reduce the people to starvation; how

easy it is for Him to cause these Val-

leys to be far more abundantly fruit-

ful than heretofore, and to yield their

strength in great profusion to the in-

habitants of this Territory, and to make

their granaries flow with plenty, so that

they should hardly have room to con-

tain it. Do you not think this would

be tempting to the starving nations, and

would they not give gold and silver, and

riches, and all things that are now con-

sidered choice and valuable by them

for that which would appease their ap-

petites? Yes; the Lord can accomplish

all this; the rains are in His hands; all

things are in His hands to control just as

we can control our bodily members; con-

sequently the Lord is a very handy work-

man, and can bring about His purposes

with scarcely any efforts on His part; all

He has to do is to speak the word, and it

is done.

Let us then, prepare ourselves for

whatever shall take place—to be very

rich or very poor; it matters not, if we

are doing the will of God, whether we

have an abundance, or are like the In-

dians of our Valleys, with scarcely any-

thing to subsist upon from day to day.

But if we do the will of God in all things

we shall not be left in poverty and dis-

tress. Why? Because the Lord has made

a decree upon this subject, you can read

it in the Book of Covenants. He says,

"Inasmuch as my people will hearken

unto me, from this very hour, and do the

things I command them, the kingdoms

of this world shall not prevail against

them." And again, "Zion shall flourish

upon the mountains and upon the hills."

That was said before we came to these

Valleys, to inhabit this mountainous dis-

trict; we were living on those low, broad,

flat prairies of the west when He gave

us this promise, that Zion should flour-

ish upon the mountains and hills, and

that His people should blossom as the

rose. This promise was made upwards of

twenty years ago, and you can bear me

witness whether it is fulfilled or not.

Has not Zion prospered on the moun-

tains, and flourished on the hills?

Yes, verily. Never were this people

in as healthy a condition, or in as

good circumstances as you see them at

this day; and we shall flourish more


