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give opportunity to but comparatively

few of the Elders who would like to

speak, even though we allotted only fif-

teen, twenty, thirty, forty, or forty-five

minutes to each speaker.

I realize that the hearts of many are

full, and they would like to rise up and

testify, and say that they believe the

Book of Mormon, and that Joseph Smith

was a Prophet, just as well as the few

who have spoken. You are aware that

you have this privilege in your several

Wards, and any of the Elders of Israel

who wish to bear their testimony to the

truth of the Gospel, and have not had

the privilege in this Conference, can go

to the Ward meetings and rise up and

bear testimony of the truth, and exhort

the brethren. And if you have a word of

counsel, or a word of doctrine, give it to

the people, and do not be backward, but

improve every opportunity that is pre-

sented for you to expand your minds.

A man who wishes to receive light

and knowledge, to increase in the faith

of the Holy Gospel, and to grow in the

knowledge of the truth as it is in Jesus

Christ, will find that when he imparts

knowledge to others he will also grow

and increase. Be not miserly in your feel-

ings, but get knowledge and understand-

ing by freely imparting it to others, and

be not like a man who selfishly hoards

his gold; for that man will not thus in-

crease upon the amount, but will become

contracted in his views and feelings. So

the man who will not impart freely of the

knowledge he has received, will become

so contracted in his mind that he cannot

receive truth when it is presented to him.

Wherever you see an opportunity to do

good, do it, for that is the way to increase

and grow in the knowledge of the truth.

I expect the brethren who have

been selected to go and preach the

Gospel will meet this evening in the

Seventies' Hall, and the Twelve will

meet with them, and the missionaries

will there receive some instructions. I

will give them one item of instruction

now. I wish each man, who does not

feel willing to seek unto the Lord his

God, with all his heart, for preparation

to magnify his mission and calling, but

declines in his feelings to walk up to

his duty in spirit, and is not anxious to

cleave to righteousness and forsake in-

iquity, to keep away from the Hall this

evening; or, if such a one comes there, let

him ask us at once to be excused, and we

will excuse him. We do not wish a man

to enter on a mission, unless his soul is

in it. Some of the brethren will say—

"I do not know whether my feelings are

upon my mission, or not, but I will do

the best I can." That is all we ask of you.

I have known some of the Elders, when

they thought they would be called out

to preach, keep away from meeting lest

they should be called upon, for they feel

their littleness, their nothingness, their

inability to rise up and preach to the peo-

ple. They do not feel that they are any-

body, and why should they expose their

weaknesses? I have noticed one thing in

regard to this—quite as many of these

men become giants in the cause of truth,

as there is of any other class; for when

they get away they begin to lean on the

Lord, and to seek unto Him, and feeling

their weaknesses, they ask Him to give

them wisdom to speak to the people as

occasion may require. Others can rise up

here and preach a flaming discourse, in-

somuch that you would think they were

going to tear down the nations; but when

they go out into the world they often ac-

complish but little.

You used to hear brother Joseph

tell about this people being crowded

into the little end of the horn, and

if they kept straight ahead they were

sure to come out at the big end. It

is so with some Elders who go on


