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FAITH AND WORKS
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I am thankful for the blessings that the
Lord has vouchsafed to bestow upon His
people. If I do not at all times in public ex-
press my gratitude to our heavenly Father,
yet I feel grateful and thankful for all His fa-
vors, whether I utter it or not. I have reason
to believe that all the people feel the same,
that is, all who feel right, all the Saints, all
who live up to the religion they profess.

We have received many testimonies of
the goodness of God, our heavenly Father,
in sickness and in health; He has heard our
prayers, and supplied our wants; in distress
He has administered unto us consolation;
and when the light of His Spirit is upon us
we comprehend clearly the dealings of the
Lord, but when that Spirit is absent from us
we do not so clearly comprehend His mer-
cies and blessings bestowed upon us indi-
vidually, and as a people. I presume that in
the order of the providences of God He has
considered it necessary, at times, to leave
His children to themselves, without the aid
of any special influence of the Holy Spirit,
that they may learn to comprehend and ap-
preciate it when bestowed upon them.

For instance, the blessings you en-
joy every day for a week, a month, or a
year, you do not prize so highly as you
do the blessings you receive more seldom.
Deprive a man of any common article of
food, even the bread you now enjoy, keep
it from him for a week, for a month, or
for a year, and when he again obtains it
he will appreciate it very much. It is mea-
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surably so with the Spirit of the Lord; we do
not enjoy it at all times, we do not receive it
under all the circumstances of life, the same
as we do under some special condition that
we may be placed in, where we particularly
need the Spirit of the Lord to assist us.

We pray for many things; and I have
heard some people pray in a manner that
they would be very sorry, in their sober
moments, if the Lord should actually an-
swer their prayers. If the prayers of the
people were written down, so that they
could read and reflect upon them, I have
no doubt but what they would wish to
have a new edition. I have heard people
pray for the Lord to do this and that; in-
deed, I have heard them pray for Him to
do a thousand things that they themselves
would not attempt to do; they would con-
sider it degrading to do them; they would
actually consider it sinful to endeavor to
accomplish what they will petition the Al-
mighty to perform for them.

A man’s works should agree with his
faith; if he has faith to sustain his works, if
he has faith to sustain his deeds, his works
should correspond with his faith. I must be
right in my faith, to be right in my works.
If the tree is bitter, the fruit will also be bit-
ter; or in other words, the tree is known by
its fruits, and faith by its works. If a man’s
works are good, his faith is also good; if
his works are bad, we infer that his faith is
bad also, and very just inferences too. All
men should be judged by their works;
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