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man to be baptized only by pouring, they

would teach him so; if they believed it

right for a man to be sprinkled to answer

the requirements of heaven, they would

teach him so. Hence you discover that

their works would correspond with their

faith; if they had no faith, they could not

believe either in immersion, sprinkling,

or pouring. If a believer in immersion, he

will practice it, his works will correspond

with his faith, and he will go forth and be

immersed. How do you know he believes

in baptism by immersion? By his works.

What evidence have you that that person

believes in immersion? "Why," says my

brother, "I was present when he was im-

mersed; I heard him tell the Elder, or the

Priest, that he required immersion at his

hands, and he went forth and backed up

his faith in it by his works." This would

be correct reasoning. "But," says one,

"I believe in having water poured upon

my head." "How do you know he believes

this?" "I was present, and heard him re-

quire the Priest, or Elder, to pour water

upon him, and the Priest complied with

his wishes, and his works proved to me

that he believed in pouring."

Another one says to the Priest, "I

wish you to sprinkle me, I require this

because I believe that sprinkling is the

best mode." What evidence have you that

this man believes in sprinkling? His

works prove it. The simple fact that you

were present and saw him sprinkled, or

heard him request the administration of

the rite, convinces you that he had a cer-

tain kind or species of faith. Do all peo-

ple have one faith? No, and their works

are as varied as their faith. If there are

diverse kinds of faith, there must be di-

verse kinds of works.

If there is but one faith, there

can be but one mode of baptism.

Dr. Clark asserts positively that the

Colossians were buried with Christ in

baptism, that is, they were actually im-

mersed. He says the Greek Testament

reads that they were immersed, plunged,

buried, that they were covered up. How

do you know anything about the Colos-

sians? What process of reasoning would

you pursue, to lead you to the conclu-

sion that the Colossians believed in im-

mersion as the only mode? That they

were actually buried in water? Again,

if you inquire whether the Corinthians

were sprinkled, how would you know

their faith? Says one, "I would know it by

their works, for I know that their works

would correspond with their faith. And

if the Ephesians had the ordinance ad-

ministered by pouring, I should know it

by their works." What does the Bible tell

you? That there is one faith, one Lord,

and one baptism.

If the Catholics had the same faith

that the Colossians had, could they pour

or sprinkle? Certainly not. If you say

that one portion of the people of God are

poured, another portion sprinkled, and

another immersed, you introduce schism

and false doctrine, and then different

works follow. As quick as you have the

Colossians immersed, the Corinthians

poured, and the Ephesians sprinkled,

you introduce the doing of three kinds of

labor. But if there is one faith, and they

all had the right kind of faith, if they

had all attained to the like precious faith

delivered to the Saints, and one portion

was immersed, then the balance were

immersed also. If the fact can be estab-

lished that one portion of the Christian

Church was immersed, it will establish

the fact, beyond the shadow of a doubt,

that all the rest were administered to in

the same way. The people of God are un-

der the necessity of having like precious

faith, and their works therefore would

also have to agree. If Dr. Clark was cor-

rect, and I have no reason to dispute the

learned doctor, that the Colossians were

immersed, the balance of the people of


