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God in all the ancient Church were also
immersed. If they had but the one faith,
it is impossible to introduce pouring and
sprinkling. If you introduce pouring, then
they had the pouring faith; if sprinkling,
the sprinkling faith. But if you prove that
one portion was immersed, you prove that
they had the like precious faith, and the
rest must of necessity be immersed. This is
the way I reason upon the subject.

Again, if they were immersed, they were
confirmed by the laying on of hands, as
you learn by the same Scripture. If the an-
cient Saints believed it necessary to lay on
hands, and the Latter-day Saints should be-
lieve it to be unnecessary to lay on hands,
how could you make your faith agree with
theirs? How could you introduce a new
doctrine and argument, and reconcile your
faith with theirs? They actually believed in
the laying on of hands in confirmation for
the reception of the Holy Ghost.

The Methodists, Baptists, Presbyteri-
ans, Church of England, all believe that
was the practice of the ancient Saints. All
who believe in the Bible will agree that
that was the faith of the ancients as exhib-
ited in their works; therefore if any of the
modern Christians reject it, we have a right
to assert that their faith is known by their
works. We have a right to say that their
faith agrees not with that of the ancients.
But my faith agrees with that of the an-
cients. I believe and practice the very works
which they practiced. I believe in baptism
for the remission of sins, and the laying
on of hands for the reception of the Holy
Ghost, and, if any are sick among you, in
sending for the Elders of the Church, in
anointing the sick with oil, and in praying
for them, that they may be healed.

Now I want to dwell a little upon
this point. I do not know but some
use the ordinances of God too com-
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monly, and on too slight occasions. Some,
if they get a sliver in their finger, will call
for the laying on of hands and for prayer
to cure the wound; or if they get a little
gravel or dust in their eye, they will want
you to lay hands on them to eradicate it;
and so of other little complaints for which
we already have simple and known reme-
dies. I do not wish to teach this, but I wish
to teach you the doctrine of the Bible. “Is
any sick among you? let him call for the el-
ders of the church; and let them pray over
him, anointing him with oil in the name
of the Lord: And the prayer of faith shall
save the sick, and the Lord shall raise him
up; and if he have committed sins, they
shall be forgiven him.” This is the doctrine
of the Bible, mark the words. If any of the
Apostles are sick, let them send for some
of the rest of the Apostles, and let their
brethren Apostles administer to them,
and they shall be healed; the Bible does
not read thus. It does not read that only
the renowned in the Church shall reap the
benefits of this institution, but it says, “Is
any sick among you?” etc. Suppose God
has a true Church upon the earth in this
age, what mode would that Church adopt
in case any were sick? Says one, “If they
had the same faith as the ancients, they
would perform the same works.” How
shall we ascertain whether the Latter-day
Saints have the like precious faith with the
Apostles? You know that the Apostles said
they had the like precious faith. How are
we to ascertain that we have it? If any are
sick among you, you will send for the El-
ders of the Church, and let them anoint
you with oil in the name of the Lord, and
the prayer of faith shall save the sick.

You see at once that it is necessary for your
works to correspond, and for you to send for
the Elders of the Church. Do you see this
practiced among the Latter-day Saints? Some
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