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and commanded us to gather. They do not 
believe in gathering to where the Almighty 
can talk to them; they do not even pray for the 
Lord to send an angel to speak to them. The 
Latter-day Saints try to live their religion, that 
they may converse with angels, receive the 
administration of holy messengers from the 
throne of God, be sanctified in their spirits, 
affections, and all their desires, that the Holy

Ghost may rest upon them, and their 
hearts be filled therewith, and become 
competent to bear the presence of angels.

May the Lord bless you, and wake you 
up upon these points of doctrine, that 
your faith and works may ever correspond, 
and that your blessings be equal with those 
of the ancient people of God, in the name 
of Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.

I am happy in the privilege of meeting 
with you this afternoon. You will recollect 
that I told you, before I left this place a few 
week’s since, that I should go and come in 
safety. We have had a prosperous and pleas-
ant journey, have met with the Saints, and 
their hearts were cheered, and their feelings 
made glad with comfort and consolation. 
Quite a number of the brethren proposed 
going with us, as we passed through the 
settlements, for the grasshoppers had taken 
all their crops, and as they had no farming 
to see to, they wished to go with us and 
take a ride. Those who went, returned per-
fectly satisfied with their excursion.

I believe all the settlements we have 
passed through are satisfied with regard to 
the Lord’s dealing with this people; and I 
wish to add, to what has already been said, 
that it becomes our duty to use all possible 
diligence and every proper means to sustain

ourselves. We have yet ample time for 
planting and sowing; let us improve it, and 
use that ability which God has given us to 
provide sustenance, and then let the result 
rest in His hands, and feel perfectly satisfied.

This people have to learn that the Lord 
is God, that He rules among the armies of 
heaven, and does His pleasure among the 
inhabitants of the earth. They have to be 
brought to the test, as much so as were the 
children of Israel when the Egyptians were 
in their rear, when mountains were on either 
side, and the Red Sea was before them, with 
no human prospect for avoiding destruction, 
yet the Lord brought them salvation. This 
people have got to trust in Him, and learn 
that He will be with His people, and provide 
for His Saints, and defend them against their 
enemies, and watch over them as a mother 
watches over her tender infant. We have  
got to learn the ways of the Lord. If it is
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