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necessary for the Lord to rain down manna
from heaven, He has the same power to
do it, the same power to feed His people,
in the latter days, that He had in former
days. It is far easier for Him to feed the
Saints from heaven, than it is for them to
raise grain in the common way. Still it is
our duty to be active and diligent in do-
ing everything we can to sustain ourselves,
to build up His kingdom, to defend our-
selves against our enemies, to lay our plans
wisely, and to prosecute every method that
can be devised to establish the kingdom
of God on the earth, and to sanctify and
prepare ourselves to dwell in His presence.
Yet, after all this, if the Lord should not
help—if He should not lend His aid to
our endeavors, all our labors will prove in
vain. This the great majority of mankind
do not understand. He has made it obliga-
tory upon them to act, to do their part; yet
if He was to neglect His part, or withhold
His assistance, our labors would prove
abortive. We must learn that it is God who
gives the increase, or rather, it is His mercy
over the people, whether Saints or sinners,
that sustains them in life. All Lacter-day
Saints have got to learn these facts, and it
matters but little how we learn them.

If the people are anxious to learn the ways
of the Lord, if they wish to see the hand of
God made manifest, if they wish to have the
visions and revelations of Jesus Christ given
in profusion, perhaps the Lord is now using
the very means to bring them to that point
where they will be obliged to seek Him for
themselves. They have been besought by
day and by night, and from year to year, to
humble themselves before the Lord, to live
their religion, and to walk in the light of
eternity. They have been pled with to live so
that they can know the mind and will of the
Lord for themselves, and for that which they
preside over; at the same time, not to be
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too anxious for the Lord to give revelation,
and make Himself known, but rather to
be very anxious and very tenacious to im-
prove upon what He has already given—
this is our duty.

Now I may say to the Saints, you need
not be discouraged, we have yet plenty of
time to raise good crops. If it is the Lord’s
will that we raise crops to sustain ourselves,
it will be all right, and if it is His will that
the devourer eat up the products of our la-
bor, it is all right, and it will deliver and pre-
serve us from greater evil. For one, if weep-
ing would have done any good, I have seen
months and months, in this city, when I
could have wept like a whipt child to see the
awful stupidity of the people in not realizing
the blessings bestowed upon them in grain;
I could have wept to see this people trample
on the mercies of their benefactor in be-
stowing the fruits of the earth upon them in
such plenty. If the Lord is now disposed to
learn us a lesson, and make us thereby wise
men and wise women, and prudent in all
our ways, all I have to say is, amen, it is all
right. When chastisements come, let them
be what they may, let us always be willing
and ready to kiss the rod, and reverence the
hand that administers it, acknowledging the
hand of God in all things.

As I have already observed, it is our duty
to do all we can to sustain ourselves, trust-
ing in God to give the increase, and then be
satisfied. So far as I am concerned, I intend
to plant and sow, not only in the month of
May, but in the month of June, and in the
month of July, and I will continue my labors
to raise what is necessary to sustain life, as
long as the season lasts; and if I raise noth-
ing, I shall be just as well satisfied as though I
raised an abundance, at least I ought to be. If
the people will take this course, it will recon-
cile them to the providences of the Almighty.

I am happy and thankful to be able
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