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to say, as far as I have received infor-

mation in the midst of this people called

Latter-day Saints, that there is certainly

an improvement in their understanding,

and an advancement in their knowledge

of the things of God. A good spirit pre-

vails, and contentment, peace, and joy

seem to pervade the bosoms of those who

walk humbly before God. Yet, whenever

we go to meet with the Saints, we can

say, as it was said in olden times, Sa-

tan is there also. We find the works and

power of the enemy, we find that in the

midst of the kingdom of God, or, in other

words, in the net that was cast forth to

gather the people, there are good and

bad. So it will be, until the time comes

to gather the good and throw away the

bad, which is not now. But in regard to

those who desire to be Saints, and who

try to be Saints, I can say there is an in-

crease in their knowledge, in their faith,

and in their understanding. And now I

wish more particularly to see an increase

of resignation to the will of God, of doing

everything that is possible to build up

this kingdom, and of submitting them-

selves and all their affairs into His hand;

and I wish to see this done cheerfully,

and a patient waiting for the result of

His providences.

There are two subjects which I now

wish to speak upon. The coal beds which

we visited in San Pete, I think can be

made available for fuel, even in this

place, at perhaps half or two-thirds of

the expense of our present method of

procuring fuel, for our home fires, for

the public works, smith shops, &c. I

will say to the brethren here, that I

expect the brethren in San Pete will

soon send the terms upon which they

will deliver coal in this city, and when

they do so I shall wish to know whether

any person in this city will encourage

the business. If we turn our atten-

tion to coal for fuel, we can easily store

away a winter's stock in our cellars, and

turn the key upon it, and this will ac-

tually make some men practically hon-

est, whereas, if your woodpile is out of

doors, theymay continue to be dishonest.

I speak now of the practice of dishonest

people, not of their intent. If we can get

men to practice honesty, virtue, and holi-

ness, I am fully of the faith that they will

become righteous in their intentions—

that the time will come when the Lord

will bless them, and make them in real-

ity righteous men and women.

Shall we encourage the coal trade or

not? Shall we encourage the opening of a

mine, and have coal brought to this mar-

ket? It would no doubt be disagreeable

at first to the Americans, or to the ma-

jority of them, but people who have lived

from their youth by a coal fire admire it.

Its use is accompanied with some dust,

but I will offset that inconvenience with

one to which we are subject when burn-

ing wood; then our houses are often in-

fested with spiders, bugs, ants, and other

insects, which has always been a great

annoyance to me. I have often almost

dreaded to bring an armful of wood into

the house, lest such insects should drop

from it. True, these are small items, but

I will tell you one thing with regard to

life, it is the small inconveniences which

are interwoven with our existence that

mar the peace of mankind, more than

the greater afflictions, disappointments,

and perplexities men meet with as they

pass along in this probation. But enough

on this topic for the present.

We have visited the Iron works in

Cedar City, Iron County, and as far

as I am capable of judging, I will

say, that the brethren have done as

well as men could possibly do, consid-

ering their impoverished circumstances,

and the inconveniences they have had

to labor under. They have probably

progressed better than any other peo-


