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ple would upon the face of the earth.

They are without sufficient capital to

rapidly accomplish so great a work, and

many are without suitable clothing, and

almost destitute of bedding, and other

things necessary to supply the common

comforts of life for themselves and fami-

lies. Although they have been thus des-

titute, yet in the midst of all that, they

have progressed almost equal to men of

capital in the older states.

I am not familiarly acquainted with

the fluxing or separating the metal from

the ore, but those who understand build-

ing furnaces and their operations, are

aware that it is very injurious for a large

and expensive furnace to blow out, as

they call it, hence policy requires the

blast to be continued as long as possible.

I have learned, of late, from men of expe-

rience in these matters, why it is desir-

able to continue the heat—it is because

no furnace can be heated up for two or

three weeks, and then blow out, or stop,

without risk of spoiling the furnace, or

destroying its lining; and it frequently so

injures the furnace, that it has to be re-

built, or at least a portion of it. Hence,

when it costs from one to five thousand

dollars to prepare a furnace to bear a

long blast, it is a great loss to any com-

pany to have it blow out in a short time.

Our brethren who have been oper-

ating in Iron County, have a very fine

furnace, but they are so weak handed

as not to be able to continue the blast

over fourteen days, and I have learned

that they want help. This is the

main object of my speaking upon this

subject, and my mind inclines in fa-

vor of their having it, and I want to

see whether the brethren will turn out

with their teams and help them. The

Church has done much for them, and

we are still intending to aid. Our last

winter's operations have helped them;

the Territory took two shares, and the

Trustee-in-Trust, two; still they are not

able to carry on the business profitably.

Iron we need, and iron we must have.

We cannot well do without it, and have

it we must, if we have to send to Eng-

land for it. We have an abundance of

the best quality of iron ore. A trial fur-

nace was made, and kept hot for sixteen

days, and produced as good pig metal as

can be found in the world; this they pud-

dled, and brought forth excellent iron. I

believe the castings made from the pigs

will be superior to any in the world. I re-

peat that iron we must have, and we are

right on the threshold of obtaining it; we

have our feet on the step, and our hand

holds the latch of the door that leads to

the possession of this invaluable mate-

rial.

From the time I first went to Iron

County until now, I had thought that

perhaps the brethren were dilatory—my

feelings were tried; I would not say, how-

ever, that I had suspicions pertaining to

the doings of the Iron Company there;

but let that be as it may, it is all right

with me now, the iron we must have.

From the time I went to San Pete, and

saw that beautiful coal bed, averaging

eight feet thick, with its stony strata

of nine, five, and three inches, which

probably will give out, and learned that

iron ore was close by the coal bed, I

took into consideration the distance from

Cedar City to this place, and the dis-

tance from here to San Pete. When I

had weighed all the circumstances, my

mind balanced in favor of the works at

Cedar City for the present; and if I can

get brethren to join me, I will send one

or two teams myself, with teamsters.

We want fifteen good teams, with men

with them who are willing to take hold

and quarry out the ore and the coal,

and get wood, and lime, or anything

else that is wanted. Twenty or twenty-

five men, besides these teamsters, are

wanted, and we wish to send them


