
now, in the forepart of the season. If we 
will do this, and we can if we have a mind 
to, I suppose that in two or three weeks af-
ter they arrive there, the blast furnace can 
be kept running for several months, or un-
til they are obliged to stop in consequence 
of the deficiency of water. There is a large 
stream of water there, but it is a singular 
stream, sometimes it will sweep across the 
flat, carrying down rocks that would weigh 
perhaps twenty or thirty tons, and appear 
as though it would sweep everything be-
fore it; and when the cold weather comes, 
and you would naturally think that you 
were going to have water to turn a mill 
wheel, or to create the blast for the fur-
nace, and every use for which it might be 
needed, in one freezing night it will per-
fectly close up, insomuch that there will 
not be enough to water a horse.

That is a singular feature, but it is the 
way it operates. The brethren are now 
making an engine, so that they can con-
tinue their blast through the winter. If any 
are disposed to forward this work, I call 
upon them to lend their aid, to send the 
men and teams, and we can have the iron.

The distance from here to the iron works 
is about 290 miles. This should not deter 
us from bringing iron from there, though 
it could be quicker come at if iron works 
were established at San Pete, which is not 
much over 100 miles from here. I have this 
to say, if any of the brethren feel disposed 
(as the grasshoppers have taken their crops, 
and they have not much to do) to go there, 
I think it would be a good course to pur-
sue. There is plenty of grain there; I could 
have bought wheat, I do not know but 
thousands of bushels, at a dollar per bushel; 
but as sure as you send men there, it will be 
raised to three dollars; that is incorrect pol-
icy, and, as Jesus said, the children of this 
world are wiser than the children of light.

I have asked this people not to sell their 
grain, but to preserve it to a day of need, 
but sell it they would. I have then said, 
“Will you sell it for a dollar and a quar-
ter per bushel, and let that be the standing 
price?” “No, we will have two dollars per 
bushel for it.” I then said, “Well, brethren, 
will you keep it at two dollars, and not sell 
it to Gentiles cheaper than that?” “No, I 
will not, but I will have no more than a 
dollar and a quarter of a Gentile.” This is a 
great mistake in the dealings of the people 
one with another.

I will bring my remarks to a close on 
this subject. I have had a very pleasant ride 
through the southern settlements, and in a 
much shorter time than usual; this was due 
to the good weather, and the improvements 
in the roads. We had very pleasant weath-
er, and a very good time. We started from 
Parowan, which is two hundred and fifty-
one miles from here, on the morning of the 
22nd, traveled thirty-seven miles and turned 
out our animals. They, however, would not 
graze, but went to playing, and the breth-
ren said, “Let us drive further next day.” 
We drove fifty miles next day, and on the 
day following sixty; yesterday I took supper 
in Springville, and took breakfast today in 
Great Salt Lake City, distance sixty miles 
from Springville. We camped out as much 
as possible, which was good for our health.

If the people should conclude to take 
short excursions with their families, except 
the smallest children, it would be much to 
their comfort, and would cheer them up, 
and I really have some idea of adopting 
the plan. Though you know what they 
say about me in the east; should I take 
my ninety wives and their children, with 
carriages and wagons enough to convey 
them, it would make such a vacuum here, 
and so many others would wish to go, 
that there would be no Salt Lake City. I
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