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ancient ruins that have been found in

the midst of the United States. In the

large volumes published by the "Smith-

sonian Institution" in Washington, one

of the most learned institutions of our

country, are found descriptions of a great

number of those ancient ruins; they are

situated in the States of New York and

Ohio. These discoveries have been pub-

lished within a few years past.

The ancient inhabitants of this coun-

try were eventually brought down, and

their ruined cities, temples, and syna-

gogues proclaim in silent grandeur that

a great and mighty nation have fallen—

they have been brought down and dis-

tressed like the Jews at old Jerusalem—

like Ariel. But many antiquarians have

supposed that they have been brought

down, and nothing left of their history,

but their old ruins, to proclaim their

former greatness. It is not so; for the

very people that were thus to be brought

down were to speak out of the dust.

What! Were they to be resurrected to

converse with us? Was this what the

Prophet had reference to? No; this is not

what he has reference to in this passage,

as you will find by reading the follow-

ing in the same chapter; their whisper-

ing out of the dust and speaking out of

the ground, was a work to take place be-

fore the destruction of the nations of the

wicked.

Now wherein is this prophecy been

fulfilled, if not in the coming forth of

the Book of Mormon? That book has

come out of the ground; it was found in

the State of New York, in the midst of

those forts and fortifications that are so

plentiful there. That sacred record was

found written upon plates that had the

appearance of gold; out of the ground it

was taken; and it contains the words of

the ancient Prophets that lived among

this remnant of the house of Israel that

were brought down, and whose speech

should whisper low out of the dust;

it whispers in the ears of mortal man; it

proclaims repentance to the present gen-

eration, like the voice of one crying from

the dead.

"Moreover the multitude of thy

strangers shall be like small dust, and

the multitude of the terrible ones shall

be as chaff that passeth away: yea, it

shall be at an instant suddenly." Any per-

son that will take the trouble to read

over that book that has come forth out

of the ground, and that whispers to us

out of the dust, will find that the mul-

titude of the terrible ones among the

ancient Nephites have passed away as

chaff, they were destroyed upon this land

by hundreds and by thousands, by judg-

ments, and calamities, and war.

"Thou shalt be visited of the Lord

of hosts with thunder, and with earth-

quake, and great noise, with storm and

tempest, and the flame of devouring

fire." This verse has reference to what

follows in the next—"And the multitude

of all the nations that fight against Ariel,

even all that fight against her and her

munition, and that distress her, shall

be as a dream of a night vision. It

shall even be as when an hungry man

dreameth, and, behold, he eateth; but he

awaketh, and his soul is empty: or as

when a thirsty man dreameth, and, be-

hold, he drinketh; but he awaketh, and,

behold, he is faint, and his soul hath

appetite: so shall the multitude of all

the nations be, that fight against mount

Zion." Here you perceive is another thing

taken up by the Prophet in connection

with the whispering of the words of

that nation out of the dust; immediately

following that remarkable event there

was to be a dreadful destruction, not

upon Ariel—not upon Israel—but upon

the multitude of all the nations of the

earth that should fight against Mount

Zion. Three things, then, are declared

in succession—one is the destruction of

a nation, another the speaking of their


