
derstand: he supposes them to be charac-
ters selected from many alphabets, mixed 
together; he has published enough to prove 
that such a circumstance did transpire, that 
an unlearned man did come to him with 
words professing to be copied from a book. 
Mr. Smith did not know anything about 
this prophecy at that time, for he was un-
acquainted with the contents of the Bible; 
he was brought up to work. This part of the 
prophecy was fulfilled to the very letter; the 
“words of the book,” not the book itself, 
were sent to the learned. If Mr. Smith had 
sent the plates to New York the terms of 
this prophecy would not have been fulfilled.

The next verse says, “And the book is 
delivered to him that is not learned, say-
ing, Read this, I pray thee: and he saith, I 
am not learned.” Now Mr. Smith was not 
a learned man, as acknowledged by all our 
opposers. It is true he had some of the com-
mon rudiments of an English education, he 
could read, and write a very bungling hand, 
and this was about the extent of his educa-
tion. When the book was given to the un-
learned man, he did not reply to the Lord 
as the learned Mr. Anthon did to Martin 
Harris, that it was a sealed language and he 
could not understand it, but said he, “I am 
not learned.” What was the Lord’s answer 
to this unlearned young man? He answered 
him in the words of Isaiah which I have 
already quoted, “Wherefore the Lord said, 
Forasmuch as this people draw near me 
with their mouth,” etc.

What should we naturally conclude the 
Lord intended to do, from this expres-
sion? He said that He would do a marvel-
ous work and a wonder, after that He had  
presented the book to the unlearned, and 
after that he, when he was told to read it, 
had made an excuse that he was unlearned. 
We should naturally suppose that the  
Lord intended to make this unlearned

man read the book; that was indeed the 
fact, he was commanded of the Lord to read 
it, and he translated it by the means of a 
Urim and Thummim, which is well known 
to be a instrument used in ancient times, 
through which people inquired of the Lord. 
Aaron had one in the center of his breast-
plate, and when anything came before him 
he could not understand by his own judg-
ment, he enquired of the Lord, by the Urim 
and Thummim, and that was the end of 
controversy. In this way the Lord made this 
unlearned man read the book. Did this not 
cause the wisdom of the learned Mr. An-
thon to perish, and the understanding of 
the wise of this world to come to naught? 
It required inspiration and power from on 
high—a marvelous work and a wonder to 
be wrought, in order to translate this book 
of upwards of six hundred pages, and reveal 
the history of one half of our globe to the 
astonished nations of the earth.

Now to prove positively that the Lord 
did cause this book to be translated by the 
unlearned, and that it was read by some-
body, we will quote the 18th verse of this 
chapter—“And in that day shall the deaf 
hear the words of the book, and the eyes of 
the blind shall see out of obscurity, and out 
of darkness. The meek also shall increase 
their joy in the Lord, and the poor among 
men shall rejoice in the Holy One of Isra-
el.” We see the fulfillment of this before us 
at the present time. Here are hundreds and 
thousands of poor, that were bound down 
with the curse of oppression and tyranny 
in foreign lands, who, through the medi-
um of this book that has been translated 
by an unlearned man, and through the 
medium of the proclamation of the glo-
rious Gospel contained in the same, have 
been made to rejoice in the Holy One of 
Israel. The blind has seen out of obscu-
rity, and the deaf has heard the words of
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