
THE ANCIENT PROPHECIES. 291

the record of the tribe of Joseph, and the

other of Judah: and the Lord promises,

through that symbol, that He himself

would take the stick of Joseph, and put it

with the stick of Judah, and make it one

in His own hand, showing that it was to

be a work He would accomplish Himself

in the last days.

"The sticks whereon thou writest

shall be in thine hand before their eyes.

And say unto them," now mark what

follows these two sticks, "Behold I will

take the children of Israel from among

the heathen, whither they be gone, and

will gather them on every side, and

bring them into their own land: And I

will make them one nation in the land

upon the mountains of Israel; and one

king shall be king to them all: and

they shall be no more two nations, nei-

ther shall they be divided into two king-

doms any more at all." Has that ever

been fulfilled? Does this have reference

to their gathering from Babylon before

Christ? No. They were scattered since

that, and the ten tribes were taken away

before that time, and they never have

been gathered. But here is a prediction

that they should never be divided into

two kingdoms any more at all, but that

they should become one nation upon the

mountains of Israel, never afterwards to

be scattered. Notice, He declares to them

that before He will do this, He will take

the record of Joseph and put it with the

record of Judah, and make them one in

His hand, and then accomplish this gath-

ering of Israel.

Now, my friends, you may go to

work with all your Christian benev-

olent societies, to gather the Jews

from the nations; you may combine

all the wisdom and learning of Chris-

tendom, and put all their exertions,

and all the funds they can rake and

scrape together from the two hemi-

spheres of the earth, and after all,

you never can accomplish the gathering

and restitution of Israel until the Lord

does it in His own way, by uniting the

records of Judah and Joseph to accom-

plish this work. Then, and not till then,

will the house of Jacob rejoice in the

Holy One of Israel, and no more be made

ashamed.

Now, is there any indication about

the house of Joseph coming to Amer-

ica? Says one, "If I really thought these

American Indians were the descendants

of Joseph, I should be inclined to think

that the Book of Mormon was actually

the record of Joseph." Let us see what

the Prophet Jacob, the old Patriarch,

said, concerning the house of Joseph. He

calls up the two sons of Joseph, and pro-

nounces a peculiar blessing upon them,

laying his right hand upon the head of

the youngest, and his left hand upon the

head of the oldest, and he blessed them,

saying, "God, before whom my fathers

Abraham and Isaac did walk, the God

which fed me all my life long unto this

day. The Angel which redeemed me from

all evil, bless the lads; and let my name

be named on them, and the name of my

fathers Abraham and Isaac; and let them

grow into a multitude in the midst of

the earth." When Joseph saw his father

lay his right hand upon the head of the

youngest of the lads, it displeased him,

and he held up his father's hand to re-

move it from Ephraim's head unto Man-

asseh's head, saying, "Not so, my father:

for this is the firstborn; put thy right

hand upon his head. And his father re-

fused, and said, I know it, my son, I

know it: he also shall become a people,

and he also shall be great: but truly his

younger brother shall be greater than he,

and his seed shall become a multitude of

nations."

Turn over to the next chapter, and

you will find a remarkable prophecy

concerning Joseph. After having

blessed the two sons of Joseph, he

calls up his twelve sons before him,


