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but among the Gentiles; that the Gen-

tiles are the ones to whom the standard

should be first raised. This is what the

Apostle Paul says in the 11th chapter of

Romans, "For as ye (Gentiles) in times

past have not believed God, yet have now

obtained mercy through their (the Jews)

unbelief: Even so have these also now

not believed, that through your mercy

they also may obtain mercy." Through

whom? Through the Gentiles; for it

is through their instrumentality that

the Lord is bringing forth the record of

Joseph to the world in the last days, as a

standard of doctrine, a plan of salvation,

raising it up in the midst of the Gen-

tile nations, that we, as instruments in

His hands, might go forth and gather the

house of Israel, that through our mercy

they also might believe, and be brought

to the knowledge of the truth. Isaiah,

in his 49th chapter has informed us that

this work should commence, not among

the Jews first, but among the Gentiles.

We will read a portion of that

chapter—"Thus saith the Lord God, Be-

hold, I will lift up mine hand to the

Gentiles, and set up my standard to

the people: and they shall bring thy

sons in their arms, and thy daugh-

ters shall be carried upon their shoul-

ders." That is, the sons and daughters

of the house of Israel. "And kings

shall be thy nursing fathers, and their

queens thy nursing mothers: they shall

bow down to thee with their face to-

wards the earth, and lick up the dust

of thy feet; and thou shalt know that

I am the Lord: for they shall not be

ashamed that wait for me." Here we

perceive, that when the great day shall

come for the house of Israel to be re-

stored to their own lands, the very first

work He accomplishes in relation to that

restoration will be to lift up His hand

to the Gentiles and set up a standard

among them. This shows plainly that

it will not be some man among the Gen-

tiles that will rise up uninspired, like the

old reformers, setting up his own doc-

trines and opinions: it is not a work of

that description, but it is a work which

the Lord Himself has to perform; "and

I will lift up mine hand to the Gentiles,

and I will set up my standard to the

people, and then after I have done this

they (the Gentiles) shall bring thy sons

in their arms, and thy daughters shall

be carried upon their shoulders, kings

shall be thy nursing fathers, and their

queens thy nursing mothers," &c. The

same things are predicted, also, in the

11th chapter of this prophecy, "And it

shall come to pass in that day, that the

Lord shall set his hand again the sec-

ond time to recover the remnant of his

people, which shall be left, from Assyria,

and from Egypt," &c.

Now the Lord will not accomplish this

by getting the people together in the ca-

pacity of missionary societies, without

Prophets, Apostles, and the word of the

Lord to direct them; but it is the Lord

who says, "I will set up my hand the

second time," &c. How did He set His

hand the first time, to gather Israel out

of Egypt? Did He do it by a company

of uninspired men, without miracles, an-

gels, signs, and wonders? No; but He

set His hand the first time by signs,

wonders, Prophets, miracles, sending an-

gels from heaven, by dividing the wa-

ters and causing Israel to walk through

the midst of the sea without suffering

harm, and by coming upon the Mount,

and proclaiming the law in the ears of

all Israel; when He undertakes to gather

them from the nations of the earth, you

will find a work of still greater magni-

tude highly necessary to accomplish that

great gathering. To take a nation from

the midst of another single nation where

they were all collected, and lead them off

eleven days' journey to another land, is a

small work compared with the gathering


