CONSECRATION

ing, O Lord, show unto thy servants how
much of the property of thy people thou
dost require for tithing.

This revelation was given in February,
1831, and I will read a part of it, commenc-
ing at the 8th paragraph—“If thou lovest
me thou shalt serve me and keep all my
commandments. And behold, thou wilt
remember the poor, and consecrate of thy
properties for their support that which thou
hast to impart unto them, with a covenant
and a deed which cannot be broken. And
inasmuch as ye impart of your substance
unto the poor, ye will do it unto me; and
they shall be laid before the bishop of my
church and his counselors, two of the el-
ders, or high priests, such as he shall ap-
point or has appointed and set apart for that
purpose. 9. And it shall come to pass, that
after they are laid before the bishop of my
church, and after that he has received these
testimonies concerning the consecration of
the properties of my church, that they can-
not be taken from the church, agreeable to
my commandments, every man shall be
made accountable unto me, a steward over
his own property, or that which he has re-
ceived by consecration, as much as is suf-
ficient for himself and family.”

It is hardly worthwhile for me to say any-
thing about the disposition of the people;
still, when a person can realize that men do
not know themselves, we consider it proper
to tell them who they are, what they are,
and how they feel. It would not be worth-
while for me or for any other person to talk
about their dispositions, the nature of their
intentions, their attachments to the world,
their sympathies, passions, or anything of
the kind, were it not that people are often
blinded in their minds, and do not know
themselves: hence it is proper enough to
make a few remarks about themselves.

I will read another revelation given
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in April, 1832—“Verily, thus saith the
Lord, in addition to the laws of the church
concerning women and children, those
who belong to the church, who have lost
their husbands or fathers: Women have
claim on their husbands for their mainte-
nance, until their husbands are taken; and
if they are not found transgressors they
shall have fellowship in the church. And
if they are not faithful they shall not have
fellowship in the church; yet they may re-
main upon their inheritances according to
the laws of the land.”

Paragraph 2. “All children have claim
upon their parents for their maintenance
until they are of age. And after that, they
have claim upon the church, or in other
words upon the Lord’s storehouse, if their
parents have not wherewith to give them
inheritances. And the storehouse shall be
kept by the consecrations of the church;
and widows and orphans shall be provided
for, as also the poor. Amen.”

There is another revelation still prior to
this time, stating that it is the duty of all
people who go to Zion to consecrate all
their property to the Church of Jesus Christ
of Latter-day Saints. This revelation was
referred to at the April Conference in 1854.
It was one of the first commandments or
revelations given to this people after they
had the privilege of organizing themselves
as a Church, as a body, as the kingdom of
God on the earth. I observed then, and I
now think, that it will be one of the last
revelations which the people will receive
into their hearts and understandings, of
their own free will and choice, and esteem
it as a pleasure, a privilege, and a blessing
unto them to observe and keep most holy.

It is time the privilege of conse-
crating their property was given to the
people, it is the will of the Lord they
should enjoy this blessing and privi-
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