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privilege of gathering together, let us

sanctify ourselves. In His providence He

has called the Latter-day Saints from the

world, has gathered them from other na-

tions, and given them a place upon the

earth. Is this a blessing? Yes, one of

the greatest the people can enjoy, to be

free from the wickedness of the wicked,

from the calamities and clamor of the

world. By this blessing we can show to

our Father in Heaven that we are faith-

ful stewards; and more, it is a blessing

to have the privilege of handing back

to Him that which He has put in our

possession, and not say it is ours, until

He shall say it from the heavens. Then

it is plain that what I seem to have I

do not in reality own, and I will hand

it back to the Lord when He calls for

it; it belongs to Him and it is His all

the time. I do not own it, I never did.

He has called upon the people to con-

secrate their property, to see whether

they could understand so simple a thing

as this. When they bow down to wor-

ship the Lord, they acknowledge that the

earth is His, and the cattle upon a thou-

sand hills; and tell the Lord there is no

sacrifice they are not willing to make for

the sake of the religion of Jesus Christ.

The people were crying this continually

among the churches when the Book of

Mormon came forth, and the Lord spoke

through Joseph, revealing the law of con-

secration, to see whether they were will-

ing to do as they said in their prayers.

In their weekly meetings they have told

how the Lord has blessed them and for-

given their sins, what glorious visions

they have had, and have declared that

the Lord was present, and that they had

angels to visit them, and they felt so good

that they would give all for Christ. Said

the Lord to Joseph, "See if they will give

their farms to me." What was the result?

They would not do it, though it was one

of the plainest things in the world. No

revelation that was ever given is more

easy of comprehension than that on the

law of consecration, which the Chris-

tians had acknowledged all their days,

and we are all Christians by birth, and

all believed that we owned nothing, but

that all belonged to the Giver of all good.

We believe in God the Father, and in

His Son Jesus Christ, the Savior of the

world, and we believe that he was actu-

ally going to possess the earth, and reign

with his people on the earth; that all is

his, and forever will be. Yet, when the

Lord spoke to Joseph, instructing him

to counsel the people to consecrate their

possessions, and deed them over to the

Church in a covenant that cannot be bro-

ken, would the people listen to it? No,

but they began to find out that they were

mistaken, and had only acknowledged

with their mouths that the things which

they possessed were the Lord's. When

the Latter-day Saints arise to speak, or

bear testimony in their meetings, they

tell us about the Lord's owning the earth,

and being the maker of it, and I have

thought, sometimes, that we could pick

up a class that would acknowledge this

principle, both out of doors and in. Not

like a man who spoke to me last sum-

mer, as I was riding in my carriage; he

shook hands with me, and kept a firm

hold of the carriage with his other hand,

and said, "Brother Brigham, how do you

do? I am going to consecrate all my prop-

erty, could you not buy me a farm?" I

got my hand out of his, and the other

off from the wheel, and he went reeling

with drunkenness, and I told him I did

not want anything to do with such men.

Another says, "Brother Brigham, I

want to consecrate all I have, but

you must build me a house for it,

or get me my wood." This class will

acknowledge that all is the Lord's,

both outdoor and in. I wish to see

the people acknowledge the principle


