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received the spirit of the Gospel, what

was the world to us, with its grandeur,

its riches, its elegance, its finery, its

gaudy show, its glittering array of paltry

honors, its empty titles, and everything

pertaining to it? Nothing but a shadow,

when the Lord opened our minds and by

the visions of His Spirit revealed to us a

few of the things He had in reserve for

the faithful, which were only, as it were,

a drop in the bucket, compared to the

ocean yet to be revealed. Yet that little

made our hearts leap for joy, and we felt

that we could forsake everything for the

knowledge of Jesus Christ and the per-

fections that we saw in his character.

Are you Saints still? If you are not,

repent of your sins and do your first

works. Has the Lord taught you how

to consecrate yourselves to His service,

build up His kingdom, and send forth

the Gospel to the uttermost parts of the

earth, that others may rejoice in the

same Spirit that you have received, and

enjoy the same things you enjoy? Yes, He

has; and what more? A great deal more.

He has taught you how to purify your-

selves, and become holy, and be prepared

to enter into His kingdom, how you can

advance from one degree to another, and

grow in grace and in the knowledge of

the truth, until you are prepared to enter

the celestial kingdom; how to pass every

sentinel, watchman, and gatekeeper.

Then go on and build the Temples of

the Lord, that you may receive the en-

dowments in store for you, and possess

the keys of the eternal Priesthood, that

you may receive every word, sign, and

token, and be made acquainted with the

laws of angels, and of the kingdom of our

Father and our God, and know how to

pass from one degree to another, and en-

ter fully into the joy of your Lord. Latter-

day Saints, do you live to this, do you

seek after it with all your heart? You are

aware that the Lord is able to reveal all

this in one day, but you could not under-

stand it. The Elders who have preached

abroad, and the Sisters who have taught

their neighbors at home, know by expe-

rience that this is true.

When your minds have been lighted

up with the candle of the Lord, and you

have been able to speak forth the great

things of God, things that were beyond

the capacities of the people to receive,

you have felt your ideas apparently re-

bound or return to you again. So it is

with the Lord; He would be glad to send

angels to communicate further to this

people, but there is no room to receive it,

consequently, He cannot come and dwell

with you. There is a further reason—we

are not capacitated to throw off in one

day all our traditions, and our prepos-

sessed feelings and notions, but have to

do it little by little. It is a gradual pro-

cess, advancing from one step to another;

and as we lay off our false traditions

and foolish notions, we receive more and

more light, and thus we grow in grace;

and if we continue so to grow we shall be

prepared eventually to receive the Son of

Man, and that is what we are after.

I wish to proceed a little further with

regard to the Kingdom of God. The

principles, doctrine, germ, and, I may

say, marrow of that Kingdom are actu-

ally planted on the earth, but does it

grow to perfection at once? No. When

wheat is planted and germinates, you

first see the blade, and by and by the

head forming in the boot, from which in

due time it bursts forth and makes its

appearance. When this Kingdom is set

up on the earth, and spreads, its con-

dition is happily set forth in the toast

that was given here on the fourth, viz.—

"May the wings of the American Eagle

spread over the nations, and its DOWN

fall on America." Suppose the Kingdom

of God is compared to the American

Eagle; when it spreads over the na-


