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Perhaps it is expected that I will

make a few remarks, after hearing the

statements made by our Delegate, the

Hon. J. M. Bernhisel.

I presume that but few of this con-

gregation, and I may say that but few

of the people of this Territory, have a

thorough knowledge, or even a general

understanding, of the business transac-

tions and responsibilities of our Delegate

in Congress. It is a matter this peo-

ple have not immediately before them,

it does not directly concern them—hence

they do not inquire into it.

Brother Bernhisel has given you

a very brief sketch of the doings of

Congress, necessarily omitting most of

them. Doubtless the people of this Ter-

ritory were perfectly satisfied with the

labors of their Delegate during the last

session of Congress; or, in other words, it

would be hard to find an individual who

is the least dissatisfied with him, though

it is true that the greater part of the peo-

ple do not understand what should con-

stitute a proper cause for approbation or

disapprobation. They are not dissatisfied

with him, and I am not dissatisfied with

him, neither have I ever been. He has

been in Washington during the past six

years, most of which time he has spent

there for this people. The general gov-

ernment paid him for the services of four

years, the appropriation for the services

of the first two years another received.

I can say freely that I am perfectly

satisfied with the labors of Dr. Bern-

hisel in Washington; and I will fur-

ther say, for the satisfaction of the par-

ties concerned, that I very much doubt

whether we could find another man, be-

longing to the Church of Jesus Christ of

Latter-day Saints, who could go to Wash-

ington and do as much for this people, in

the capacity of a representative, as the

one we have sent for years past. Why

do I doubt this? In the first place, he

is a man of sterling integrity, firm to his

faith, punctual, industrious, fervent, and

always on hand to do everything that

can be done. Another reason is, but few

of the talented men who belong to this

Church could go to the seat of Govern-

ment and endure the slang and misrep-

resentations which the Doctor has en-

dured.

The Doctor is different from that

class in this respect, he can endure their

insults and abuses. It is true they have

to be offered, if at all, behind his back,

for you cannot easily find a man who

will abuse him to his face, as he is so

kind in his manner, so gentlemanly in

his appearance, and so easy in his de-

portment, treating everybody with due

courtesy and respect. When a deadly foe

to his operations and to the interests of

his constituents is in the field, that is the

first man the Doctor visits, and he labors

to make him our friend.

Having before us these reasons,

with many others equally weighty,

that might be given, I doubt whether

there is another man in the Terri-

tory, or belonging to the Church, in or

out of the Territory, who could have

accomplished what brother Bernhisel


