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text for commencing fresh hostilities

against us.

It has been observed that the peo-

ple where Judge Douglass resides say

to him, "What are you going to do with

Utah? We hope you will do something to

put down this odious doctrine, for they

will have more women than one, and

they will acknowledge them openly." I

am now talking in accordance with their

practice. "We want to hire our women

in the dark, and pay them a few dimes

or dollars, use them as long as we wish,

and then kick them out of doors. But

the Mormons will own them, give them

their name, acknowledge their children

and educate them."

That is one great difference between

the "Mormons" and the Gentiles, and,

upon natural principles, that is, to out-

ward appearance, in reality all the dif-

ference there is, though we are laying

a foundation for another state of be-

ing. Are they men of virtuous character

who talk so about the "Mormons" hav-

ing more wives than one? How odious

it was last winter, in the sight of cer-

tain men who were here, to think that we

had more lawful wives than one; yet they

would creep into your houses, and try

to coax your wives and daughters away

from you. What for? Was it to make

themmore honorable, to give them a bet-

ter character in the midst of the inhabi-

tants of the earth, sustain them better,

and make them more comfortable, and

acknowledge them? No—they wanted to

prostitute them, to ruin them, and send

them to the grave, or to the devil, when

they had done with them.

I do not know what I shall say

next winter, if such men make their

appearance here, as were some last

winter. I know what I think I

shall say, if they play the same game

again, let the women be ever so bad,

so help me God, we will slay them.

If any wish to go to California to

whore it, we will send a company of them

off; that is my mind, and perhaps some

few ought to go, for they are indeed bad

enough.

There are some things I learned,

when I was in the south country lately,

which I do not wish to mention, because

of the friends of those girls who are gone;

but when they passed through the south-

ern settlements they were weeping all

the time, and they are perhaps now in

their graves. The men who coaxed them

away did not intend to take them to Cal-

ifornia. If any offer to do the same things

again, in these mountains, "judgment

shall be laid to the line, and righteous-

ness to the plummet;" and they say that

Brigham does not lie.

If they want women to go to Califor-

nia with them, we will send a company of

the same stripe, if they can be found, and

then both parties will be suited to and for

each other. I would rather follow her to

the grave, and send her home pure, than

suffer my daughter to be prostituted. I

will not suffer any female member of my

family to be polluted through the corrup-

tions of wicked men.

Write this to the States, if you please.

If there are any Gentiles or hickory "Mor-

mons" here, and so disposed, write it

down and send it to Washington, that if

they send their officers and soldiers here,

to conduct themselves as they did last

winter, they shall meet upon the spot the

due reward of their crimes.

Though I may not be Governor here,

my power will not be diminished. No

man they can send here will have

much influence with this community,

unless he be the man of their choice.

Let them send whom they will, and

it does not diminish my influence one

particle. As I said, the first time I

spoke on this stand, my Governorship

and every other ship under my con-


