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trol, are aided and derive direct advan-

tages frommy position in the Priesthood.

The office of Governor is not nec-

essarily in the least degree incompati-

ble with the upright course of any per-

son clothed with the Priesthood; but,

on the contrary, such a person should

be far better qualified to wisely and

righteously administer in any civil office,

and in this manner the channel of true

intelligence would be opened, and light

and truth flow freely into every avenue

of social life.

There are more things I might talk

about, but no matter now, as the meet-

ing has been held long enough. I say, God

bless you. Amen.
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I must say, brethren and sisters, that

it is with a degree of pleasure that I enjoy

the privilege, this morning, of rising for

the purpose of addressing you. However

probable it may be that there are those

present who might do so more to your

satisfaction; yet, if the spirit of prayer

and faith is exercised in the assembly, I

may be able to present to your consider-

ation some items which may not be alto-

gether uninteresting.

I have taken a good deal of pleasure

in preaching in the different settlements

of this territory, wherever I have had the

opportunity of meeting with the Saints;

but it is seldom I arise in this stand

for that purpose, for it requires a voice

rather, if any thing, beyond the strength

of my lungs, to speak in this large con-

gregation, any length of time, and conse-

quently I do not appear in this stand as

often as I otherwise would.

There are many subjects which I

take pleasure in discussing in the pres-

ence of the Saints. I have felt, ever

since I received my ordination, a great

desire to preach upon the first princi-

ples of the Gospel of Jesus Christ to the

world; and to spend my time in proclaim-

ing to the Saints those doctrines of obedi-

ence, faith, and charity which are so gen-

erally understood, and which by a great

many persons are neglected, to their own

injury. There is not a person of common

intelligence among the Saints, who has

resided in this valley for the past three

years, who has not heard enough of the

principles of salvation to know perfectly

what to do to be saved, if they had given

that attention to the subject which they

ought to have done, if such persons de-

sire to carry out the views and senti-

ments which have been from time to time

proclaimed from this stand.

To be sure we frequently hear in-

ferences drawn, which do not comport

altogether with our former sentiments,

sentiments and opinions which we have

formed by tradition, or which have been

the result of circumstances by which we

have been surrounded.

I suppose no person will take ex-

ceptions if I should in the contin-

uation of my remarks take a text,


