
which will be found recorded in the 4th 
chapter of the Gospel according to St. 
Mark. “And he said, So is the kingdom 
of God, as if a man should cast seed into 
the ground; And should sleep, and rise 
night and day, and the seed should spring 
and grow up, he knoweth not how. For 
the earth bringeth forth fruit of herself; 
first the blade, then the ear, after that the 
full corn in the ear. But when the fruit is 
brought forth, immediately he putteth in 
the sickle, because the harvest is come.” If 
such a passage as this does not occur in the 
4th chapter of Mark, then I will acknowl-
edge myself mistaken. But whether there is 
or not, the subject that presents itself to my 
mind is illustrated by the words of this text.

I remember twenty-four years ago, 
when the doctrines of the Church of Jesus 
Christ of Latter-day Saints were first being 
proclaimed to the inhabitants of the earth, 
we were told that we were to participate in 
the same blessings, and would be subject 
to the same kind of persecutions, as was 
the common lot of all former-day Saints; 
that the same gifts that were enjoyed in the 
days of our Savior and his Apostles were 
and should be in the last days; and that if 
these things did not follow, it was for want 
of obedience to the will of our Lord and 
Savior Jesus Christ. It was this spirit of rev-
elation that pointed out the only way; and 
because the different churches did not have 
in their midst the same offices, gifts, and 
blessings, and the same privileges, the reason 
assigned was plainly and simply that they 
had not been faithful in their obedience 
to the principles which had been revealed, 
and had thereby lost the spirit of revelation, 
had slid from the original platform, and 
 had fallen back to principles of folly, teach-
ing for doctrine the precepts of men. The 
Christian world, as we shall denominate  
it, being then composed of several hun-

dred different denominations, who all pro-
fessed to form portions of the Church of 
Christ, and separately professed to have the 
only true Church, and the only true doc-
trines that were upon the earth, each one 
of them claimed to have the only true plan 
of salvation that was upon God’s footstool, 
and to disclaim all others as being heretical, 
erroneous, and corrupt; and yet each and all 
were differing on some principles. This di-
vision of principle had unquestionably, for 
many centuries, been the cause of bloody 
war, and millions of people had been slain 
in consequence; the quantity of blood spilt, 
and amount of human suffering produced, 
were immense. These same Christian di-
visions, which had been so thirsty for hu-
man blood, so tenacious to their peculiar 
doctrines, and that had been so fruitful in 
producing creeds and systems which they 
maintained by the edge of the sword, al-
most invariably, as they would use every 
means that came within their power to 
build up themselves, and the more they had 
of subdivisions the more new schisms; new, 
because a new division had been made—the 
whole may be considered a practical illus-
tration of the sentiment of the Irish Poet—
“Who can believe it? the cause is rather 

odd— 

They hate one another for the love of God.”

The Lord sent His servant Joseph Smith 
to proclaim to the world the original prin-
ciples of the Gospel; and the very mo-
ment they heard him calling upon them 
to come back to the original principles, 
and partake of the blessings of the Gospel  
of Jesus Christ, as they were originally 
preached by those whom Jesus himself sent 
to preach, all those different sects and de-
nominations began to call for authority! On 
being told that it was revealed from heaven, 
and that the foundation was revelation from 
our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ, authori-
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