
founded upon the rock—revelation; and 
whenever the Church left the principles of 
revelation they ceased to be the Church of 
God; and nothing could bring them back 
again, or reestablish them, but being re-
placed upon the same foundation, and by 
the same authority.

I have heard arguments brought against 
this Church, by men endeavoring to prove 
that there was to be no more revelation. 
For instance, learned men have quoted the 
epistle of Paul to Timothy, to prove that all 
revelations ceased in the time of the Apos-
tles, for at the time Paul wrote to Timothy 
he made a declaration to him, which the 
learned have endeavored to use to some ad-
vantage. Paul says, “From a child thou hast 
known the holy scriptures, which are able 
to make thee wise unto salvation.”

Now I have heard and seen learned 
priests rise up against this Church, and say, 
“There, Paul says that the holy Scriptures 
were able to make Timothy wise unto salva-
tion, and the ‘holy Scriptures’ means the Bi-
ble, and that is all the Scripture that is neces-
sary now, for it is only necessary to be made 
wise unto salvation; and if Timothy had 
enough to make him wise unto salvation, 
why all Christians have enough, who are be-
lievers.” Let me here ask a question—are we 
sure that we have got all the Scriptures that 
Timothy had known from his childhood? 
He tells Timothy that from a child he had 
known the holy Scriptures. Now if Timothy 
was a man of very mature years, he might 
have been a child before our Savior’s cruci-
fixion; as Paul’s epistle was written 30 years  
after that event, therefore he must have 
been a child before the writing of the four 
Gospels, for one of them was not writ-
ten until years after. Then those Scrip-
tures which he was acquainted with, were 
those which were written previous to the 
New Testament, and if we can believe the

testimony of the Old Testament, it is 
found that a great many books were ac-
knowledged as Scriptures and as revela-
tion, which were not by King James’ trans-
lators considered to be such, and are not at 
the present day, as they are not incorporat-
ed in this Bible. For instance, we learn of 
the “Book of Enoch;” we read a reference 
made by Moses to “the Book of the Wars 
of the Lord.” Now what kind of a book, or 
what kind of Scriptures those books might 
have been, we cannot tell; but it is prob-
able that they were in Timothy’s knowl-
edge, for he had known the holy Scriptures 
from a child.

This was the great knockdown ar-
gument brought by the Campbellites 
against the Latter-day Saints—“That 
from a child thou hast known the holy 
scriptures.” What Scriptures? To be sure 
John’s Gospel was not written at that time, 
neither were his three epistles, or his rev-
elations, and several other books were not 
written at that time, although King James’ 
translators considered those books neces-
sary, and inserted them in our Bible. But 
suppose we read the passage a little further: 
2 Tim. iii. 15-17. “From a child thou hast 
known the holy scriptures, which are able 
to make thee wise unto salvation through 
faith which is in Christ Jesus. All scripture is 
given by inspiration of God, and is profit-
able for doctrine, for reproof, for correc-
tion, for instruction in righteousness: That 
the man of God may be perfect, thorough-
ly furnished unto all good works.”

Then you discover that those Scriptures 
which were given were only sufficient to 
make even Timothy wise unto salvation, 
through faith in our Lord Jesus Christ, and 
that all Scripture given by inspiration was 
profitable and actually necessary to make 
the man of God perfect, and thoroughly 
furnished unto all good works.
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