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tery, he shall lose the Spirit of the Lord,

and deny the faith, and shall be cast

out. Now," says he, "I have been guilty of

that crime, and I have not apostatized,

and consequently that revelation is not

true, and that proves Joseph Smith is

not a true Prophet." This was the dark-

ness which his corruptions had brought

upon him, and this is the kind of dark-

ness which transgression will bring upon

all men in this Church.

This people are different from any

other people that live upon the face of the

earth; they have the Holy Priesthood,

and there is no man in all the house of Is-

rael that fulfills the duties of his calling

as a Saint, but receives a portion of the

holy Priesthood, and every person has

his duties to fulfil.

Every man that would believe on

the Lord Jesus Christ, that would re-

ceive the doctrines he taught, and those

taught by his Apostles, that would lis-

ten to his counsel, and obey his precepts,

were promised, and did receive, the gift

of the Holy Ghost, and that Spirit did

lead, and guide, and teach him or her

that received it, into all truth, unless

the receiver afterwards defiled his tem-

ple by wickedness and corruptions. And

he (the Spirit) would lead into all truth,

and that truth when revealed would be-

come a matter of knowledge in the breast

of every Saint. And no man can rise up,

that has lived in obedience to those prin-

ciples, and say that he has not realized

the very thing promised.

The very first thing that Joseph told

the brethren, when they were going

out to preach, was, that their salary

would be tar and feathers, abuse and

persecution—"You will be driven from

house to house, and from country to

country, and be hated of all men be-

cause of your religion;" and this has

been fulfilled, and that too by the

people in free America. Thousands

of people have been driven over and

over again by people living under the

free institutions of the United States.

Who could have thought that their teach-

ers and leaders would have been mur-

dered while under the protection of the

Governor of a State? And who could have

believed that this could have been done

in free America, without a single mur-

derer being brought to justice?

When Joseph proclaimed these

things to the world beforehand, all men

said, "Let him alone, he will prove him-

self a liar in that;" but even that was

proved true; the vengeance of the wicked

fell upon him, and they took his life, and

not a single individual was ever brought

to justice for it!

Now in the days of early Christians,

when Pagan Rome persecuted the Apos-

tles, it was a different case altogether;

for the Pagan religion was the acknowl-

edged creed of the land, therefore the

Pagan religion being established by law,

made the innovation by the early Chris-

tians a violation of their laws; but it

has not been so in this land, where free-

dom of opinion upon all subjects is guar-

anteed to all, by both State and Fed-

eral constitutions. And every murder,

every house that has been robbed or

burnt, and every act of cruelty and op-

pression which has been committed upon

the "Mormons," has been in violation of

both laws and Constitution, and these

things have been known to the officers

of state, and yet, remarkable to tell, not

one has ever been punished; still the

evidence was in their possession, which

would have brought the perpetrators of

those crimes to justice. They were sworn

to support the Constitution and to faith-

fully execute the laws, the neglect of

which was perjury; and they had the

laws of their country and of their Senate

to back them.

Not so with the Romans. When

the Romans carried on their persecu-

tion of the Apostles, the laws of their


