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we are assembled here today; at least, it

ought to be. We ought not to have any

other thing in view only to be blessed, ed-

ified, and strengthened in the Lord.

I am sure that I have no other ob-

ject in view, and I am the last person in

my feelings that would come out and un-

dertake to speak for the sake of hearing

myself and getting the applause of men;

for so far as speaking is concerned, I feel

more like retiring into some lonely place;

for I never did feel a desire to be engaged

in public life, only so far as I can do good;

but I have a desire to serve the Lord, I

have a desire to do good, I have a de-

sire to persuade men and women to be-

come righteous, I have a desire to under-

stand the knowledge and things of God,

and those great principles that will be

calculated to aid me under all the cir-

cumstances of this life, as well as in that

which is to come; and for these things I

live, and for this cause (believing that it

is required of my hands by the Lord) I

take a part in public life.

I believe I will take a text, and then

I can, perhaps, collect my thoughts and

concentrate my mind upon some subject.

I am aware that it is very difficult to

speak in the open air, but I will endeavor

to make all hear. I know of no more

appropriate text than one which is ex-

pressed in two words, and it is therefore

a very short one; and although I have

spoken and written upon the subject be-

fore, there may be those present who are

not fully acquainted with it, and it may

also assist the Elders to defend our prin-

ciples when they are sent forth to preach

the Gospel. It is comprehended in the fol-

lowing two words—"BE ONE."

Why are we required to be one?

What is the object of being one? I

do not know of any better way to il-

lustrate this question than this—if this

congregation who are now present be-

fore me, were required to perform some

great and mighty works, wherein great

strength was necessary to be exerted,

and each individual went and tried to

perform the work given to them to do

unitedly, his acts, being individually and

separately performed, would fail to per-

form the work.

It may be a work of great moment

which we are called upon to perform, re-

quiring all the union, strength, and force

that are in our minds. If men undertake

any work of great magnitude by their

united force and strength, they may be

able to bring to pass that which they

could not accomplish individually; and so

it is with regard to the things of the king-

dom of God.

We are required to be one in order

that our exertions and strength may be

united, and have an influence to ac-

complish our great end and aim; for

by our united faith and exertions we

shall be able to prove ourselves worthy.

The Saints are universally interested, as

much as we are, in the building up of this

kingdom, which requires oneness of ac-

tion.

The devil is all the time working in

opposition to our exertions, and he feels

quite interested in opposing us by all his

forces, embodied and disembodied; for

he has a great many ways by which he

overcomes the human family, and brings

them into bondage. He has been a long

time in war with the kingdom of God,

and has become very wily, and has great

experience in his favor, and that is the

way he has acquired such a great deal of

cunning; although he has not the same

degree of knowledge that there is in exer-

cise in behalf of the Saints; for he knows

not the mind of God in all things.

That he is thus limited in knowl-

edge is clearly revealed in the Prophet

Joseph's inspired translation of the

book of Genesis. He has many years

of experience, and so have his as-

sociates; for they have been enga-


