
ged in a spiritual warfare for many ages, 
endeavoring to bring into captivity the 
spirits of men, to lead them into subjection 
to his own power; and it requires a strong 
force to operate successfully against his nu-
merous host; consequently, we read that 
in the last great battle that shall be fought 
with this adversary, all the forces of heaven 
will be brought to bear against him: they 
will all be united in one great body under 
the direction of our father Adam, the chief 
prince, the archangel who was appointed 
in the beginning to overcome the devil 
by the assistance of his children. He will 
marshal all the hosts of heaven, and will 
be able to prevail against him; and then 
will the Saints be delivered from his power 
from henceforth and forever.

Now you see the nature of the thoughts 
and ideas that the Savior had in his mind 
when he commanded his people to be one. 
We have to learn the lesson of union here, 
and when the time shall come for the com-
mands to be issued forth by the archangel, 
or the head angel, that his children may be 
ready, and all under his command really 
prepared to go and perform the work that 
is given them to do. How, or in what man-
ner, this battle will be fought, it is not nec-
essary in this discourse to explain; indeed, 
we do not know all the particulars, for 
they are not revealed, but we may judge 
from analogy.

We see how the devil operates with us 
in this life, for he knows now that our 
strength is broken; some are in distant 
settlements, and some here, and others 
scattered abroad among the nations; and 
he is all the time operating and laying 
plans for the purpose of injuring and af-
flicting the Saints of the living God; and 
he will not alter his evil course, but will try 
to entrap as many as possible by his strata-
gems, and lead them astray from the path

of life. That is the way he fights against the 
cause of God.

Whether there will be any physical 
force used by celestial beings when fight-
ing against other beings, is not revealed; 
but suffice it to say, that there will be a 
spiritual strength and force exercised, and 
an endeavor made to overcome the minds 
of men and women, and bring them into 
subjection and captivity; and when the 
mind is brought into subjection, there will 
be a spiritual misery, and this is one of the 
greatest causes of misery.

It is not this physical body that suffers in 
such a case as the one we have mentioned; 
but as I have, years ago, frequently told the 
people that the body has not life in itself; it is 
the spirit that has life and feeling, and that is 
capable of experiencing sorrow and joy, and 
all those changes of sensation to which we 
are liable in this mortal state; when we are 
overcome, the spirit is in bondage, subject 
to the power of him who has subjected and 
overcome it, and so it will be with those that 
Satan finally overcomes; they will become his 
prisoners, for he will have prevailed against 
them; and thus they are spiritually subdued.

If they are overcome in their bodies 
while here, if their minds are bound down 
in captivity by their great enemy, if they 
render themselves subject to him, it will 
produce misery and pain and wretchedness 
to every such soul. This is compared to a 
literal pain of the body by fire and brim-
stone, about which so much has been said 
by the religious world.

I do not know but there will be a literal 
hell of this description; for aught I know, 
the Lord may have worlds prepared with 
plenty of fire and brimstone in them; but 
in my opinion the greatest torment the 
wicked will have, will be the torment and 
sting of the mind, being brought into sub-
jection to that being that is continually
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