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and controlled by the same Spirit. If

each of them, or the Holy Spirit diffused

through them, did not know enough of

those universal laws by which all worlds

and all matter are kept in order, they

might frequently come in contact with

each other, as the orbits of many of

them intersect each other in performing

their revolutions. Even the stone that is

thrown into the air does not go at ran-

dom, but its path is marked out system-

atically; according to certain laws and

conditions, it always falls to the ground.

Why did the axe rise to the top of

the water when commanded by Elisha

the Prophet? I will tell you how Elisha

made it come up to the surface of the wa-

ter. The spirit or power that caused the

piece of iron to sink, was used to bring it

up again, for it required the same power

to bring it to the top of the water that

it did to take it down. The agency or

power that caused the iron axe to sink

when it fell into the water, is called the

law of "universal gravitation." There is

no attraction towards the earth, as some

have supposed, but there is a gravitat-

ing power, or a power that sends every-

thing towards the earth as soon as it is

left loose in the atmosphere.

Suppose you take the spirit, which

is in all things, away from the axe of

which we are speaking, would the par-

ticles of iron cleave together? No, they

would not; there would be no more union

of the particles than there is in the atmo-

sphere we all breathe; but it is the Spirit

of God that causes the particles of iron to

cleave together in the axe, and it is the

same Spirit that brings it up to the wa-

ter's surface, and that same Spirit causes

iron to sink to the bottom of a creek or

river into which it may fall; and con-

sequently all these universal laws that

appear so prominently before us from

day to day are nothing more than the

operations of that all-wise Spirit which

we are told is "round about and in all

things," and which act according to cer-

tain laws prescribed by the Almighty.

It is this same Spirit that acts in

connection with the Father and Son in

governing all things in the heavens and

upon the earth, and through all the

boundless extent of space. Cause this

oneness, this union among the particles

of the Spirit, to cease, and you would

soon see all things go into confusion.

Take away this Spirit, and you would

immediately see some things going up,

others down; some moving horizontally;

one portion of the earth would divide

from the other; one part would be fly-

ing here and another there. Unless there

was a oneness existing in the innumer-

able atoms of this universal Spirit, mat-

ter would cease to move by law; but they

all act in concert, and hence there is no

confusion in the operations of nature or

of nature's laws.

I have heard it observed, as an ar-

gument against this view of the subject,

that if all the particles of the Holy Spirit

had the same degree of knowledge, they

might get to quarreling with each other.

Take away this kind of union that now

exists, and you would find one particle

contending for one kind of government,

and a second for another, and each would

think its own method the best; there

would be room for a great deal more con-

tention and quarreling where diversity

of opinion exists through lack of knowl-

edge, than if they had the same knowl-

edge. In short, if the particles of the

Holy Spirit were not one in knowledge,

there would be a constant quarreling for

want of understanding. Differences of

views, arising from the want of the same

knowledge, introduce discordant feelings

and expressions into every family, and

among every class of persons where they

exist.


