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must have, not only this week, this

month, and this year, but every day of

our lives. We should be in possession of

that which the Apostle Paul admonished

the people to possess in his day, viz., to

be ready to give a reason of the hope that

you have in you.

Much good instruction has been given

to the Elders of Israel. It is true I have

been a little surprised, when I have re-

flected as a man reflects, when I have

reasoned as a natural man would rea-

son, at the remarks that have been made

here this afternoon by President Joseph

Young. Here we are, eating, and drink-

ing, and sleeping in peace, "with none to

molest, or make us afraid," worshipping

God according to the dictates of our con-

sciences.

But when we reflect for a moment

upon the past experience of this peo-

ple, it speaks louder than thunder in our

ears, we are to be on hand, as has been

stated this afternoon. What is this for? It

is for our good, that we may not lie down

and become indolent, and say all is ease

now in Zion. But the devil is not dead

yet; he is on hand to do his work, to per-

form his mission, which is to stir up the

Saints to their duty, if they do not attend

to it by being counseled from God. It has

been so in every age of the world—it has

been the experience of this people.

We have now commenced to prepare

for the building of a Temple; the ground

has been staked out and broken; does

not the devil know it? Yes; he knows all

about it, and there could not be a thing

to displease him more than for this peo-

ple to talk about a Temple, to say noth-

ing about going to work to build one.

Did it not always stir up the devil? It

was so in Kirtland, Missouri, and Illi-

nois; and will it not be so in the City

of the Great Salt Lake? It will. Are

you not glad of it? You ought to be.

Why? Because it is impossible to do

anything, to any great extent, without an

opposite. This is strictly according to the

experience we have had. We must have

an opposite, it must needs be that there

is an opposite in all things to square

us up, and make us ready to become

useful in all things. I am glad of it,

myself. What is required of us to do?

Why, just do right, and all is right; what

an easy lesson. Can you have any en-

joyment without an opposite? We hear

a good deal said about making sugar;

but I tell you it is impossible to make

sugar enough to make everything sweet.

There is plenty of sweet, and there is also

plenty of bitter. There must be an oppo-

site, and it is all right.

What should the Saints do? You know

you are right, God has told you so. The

revelations of Jesus Christ have told you

that you are right, and everybody who

knows anything about God tells you that

you are right, for you want to do right,

and work righteousness. What greater

testimony do you want? It is enough,

it is quite sufficient. It is the privi-

lege of everybody to do just as much

good as they have a mind to. And

what a glorious idea it is to know that

we are in the Church and Kingdom of

God, where there is a fountain of knowl-

edge, of light, and of faith, where there

is an inexhaustible fountain of matter

and experience to work upon, so that

a man is not trammeled in performing

any one good thing. The revelations of

Jesus Christ are far more liberal than

Mr. Strang's. He told the people that

it was only the rich that should have

many wives, and the poor are not to

have any. Our God does not use any

such expression; He makes no distinc-

tion between the rich and the poor, be-

tween the high and the low, the manser-

vant and the maidservant; everybody

is placed as free as the air that blows.

Who is trammeled in the Gospel of Jesus


