
here is your glory. You are all desiring this, 
labor for it; and the longer I labor, the 
more experience I have. I find we have to 
labor with our own hands—this kingdom 
has got to be built up by manual labor; as 
the Governor said in the Legislature this 
winter, viz., our capital lies in the physi-
cal force of this people. Here is element in 
abundance all around us, as much as we 
have a mind to organize, according to the 
faith, experience, and ability that we pos-
sess from day to day.

Brethren, let us build a Temple, make 
farms, and raise an abundance of the good 
things of the earth; let us go to work and 
act according to the revelations we read 
from time to time, let us establish home 
manufactories, and, as I have said num-
bers of times this winter, I would to God 
we could say today that we will, from this 
time henceforth, sustain ourselves by the 
help of God, and abide by it. Decorate our 
own bodies with the workmanship of our 
own hands, and I know, as “Mormonism” 
is true, and my experience correct, we shall 
that moment be independent. If we are 
not willing to fulfil the word of the Lord 
by counsel, and the experience we pass 
through, He will let the devil punish us 
until we do it. What do we want of the 
Gentiles? I would rather wrap myself up in 
a buffalo robe than go back amongst them 
again, unless I was counseled to do so.

We are doing first-rate. I feel as though 
I was doing first-rate sometimes, and some-
times I do not feel so, but can discover that 
there is room for me to do a little better. 
I know the majority of this people mean 
to do right, and follow the counsel of the 
Lord’s servants, but there are some few who 
are wandering, their minds are not open to 
mark the providences of God to this people, 
but are pinned upon something else. We 
hear of meetings being established around in

this city, for this ite, that ite, and the other 
ite. What is the matter with this portion 
of the people? Have they been neglecting 
their duties and their prayers? When I am 
out in the country, and stay at the hous-
es of the brethren, I have an opportunity 
of seeing who prays. I stop all night at a 
brother’s house, I eat with his family, and I 
begin to know how he feels. If he is a pray-
ing man, he will ask me to pray with him, 
or he will pray for me, and his family, and 
the welfare of Israel.

I found, as I traveled round among the 
people, that many Elders of this Church 
seldom bow down to pray. We cannot live 
righteously without praying. Show me an 
individual who lives without prayer, and I 
will show you an individual who lives with-
out the bread of life. Let us pray, and get 
into heaven as fast as possible; for we need 
not be many years in getting there. The 
quicker we get a Temple built, and preach 
the Gospel to the nations of the earth, and 
gather the Saints, the quicker we shall be 
released from the powers of darkness. If 
a man is perfectly filled with the Spirit of 
God, when the devil comes along there is 
no chance for him to enter. Here then is 
quite an advantage in a person’s being con-
tinually filled with the Spirit of truth. So 
you are on the right track, you are right, 
and nobody can get you wrong. If you 
suffer the Spirit of the Lord to leave your 
hearts, and the devil comes along and finds 
an empty house, he then enters in, and in-
asmuch as we are under transgression, he 
lays his hand upon us, saying, “You shall 
be my tool for me to work with, you have 
transgressed the laws of God, and my spir-
it shall lead you about; you shall go into 
Gladdenism, to this and that ism.” I say 
you ought to feel the happiest people upon 
the earth, because we have had experience 
in this Church; we have got righteous men

NECESSITY OF OPPOSITION 351

JOD Vol 2-LIVE.indd   351JOD Vol 2-LIVE.indd   351 5/13/20   8:45 PM5/13/20   8:45 PM


