
Brethren and Sisters—I never saw the 
day in which I felt more thankful than I do 
at the present time, that the God whom I 
serve has given me the Spirit of truth. I have 
no desire in my heart to manifest anything, 
by my words or by my acts, only the truth.

There is not anything that has been re-
vealed to me, since I came into this Church, 
but what I most assuredly know to be true. 
“Mormonism” is true, and we who have en-
listed in this Church have enlisted in a good 
cause; and by continually obeying the truth 
to the end of our lives, it will lead us into 
the Celestial world; and I know that there is 
no other way to get there, only by the prin-
ciple of obedience, and bringing our hearts 
to bear upon the truth, and to gauging our 
lives by it. I reflect many times upon these 
things, and am thankful that I know and 
possess the truth in a degree, still am aware 
that there are thousands of things before us 
which I have not yet attained to. The only 
way for us to be useful to one another is to 
take a course to build upon the principles of 
truth, and never to suffer ourselves to culti-
vate any but the principles of right.

I am satisfied that a man’s conduct  
has a great influence; it has an influence 
with the Saints and with the world. The 
world is in possession of the truth and  
of the Spirit of the Lord in some degree; 
as you have heard brother Brigham say  
a great many times, there is not an 
honest man or woman, who has heard

the Gospel, but who has in a greater or less 
degree been influenced by that Spirit to be-
lieve it to be the truth—that Joseph Smith 
was a Prophet, an Apostle, a man sent of 
God to preach the Gospel. He was, whether 
they believe it or not. We live in a day and 
age of the world which we have talked about 
a thousand times, but do we fully realize it? 
We live in a day that the Apostles in the 
days of Jesus, and the Patriarchs, and thou-
sands of holy men actually saw—they be-
held the day we now live in, and anxiously 
desired to enjoy it in the flesh, but they died 
without that privilege. Are we not privileged 
with that day? Do we not live in the days 
of the Prophets and Apostles, in the days 
of Patriarchs and holy men? We do. I real-
ize it, I reflect upon it, and desire that the 
people should reflect upon it, and diligently 
seek after the Spirit of truth—seek after the 
Holy Ghost, which is the Spirit of revela-
tion, and it will reveal past things to you 
and show you things to come. Many times 
you reflect upon things, but are not certain 
whether they are correct or not, and by and 
by they will be revealed from this stand, the 
very things you had in your mind for years, 
and that the Spirit of God had shown to 
you, but you did not know how to organize 
and classify them, and judge of their truth. 
President Brigham Young is a Prophet,  
and can present doctrines to you, classify 
them, and set them in order; that is his of-
fice; and the Apostle has his office, which
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