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comes such a perfect slave to it, he can-

not exercise his talents or his ingenuity.

I have seen distinguished members of

the bar with whom it was absolutely nec-

essary they should take a drink of spirits

in the middle of a plea, to brighten their

ideas; the result is, it will bring a man to

a premature grave.

I say to Young America, brethren and

sisters, if we have imbibed such habits,

let us lay them off; let us suffer our fa-

thers and mothers to drink the tea and

the coffee, and chew all the tobacco they

want, and as long as we can get it for

them, because they have imbibed this

practice years ago, and now to deprive

them of these things altogether might

endanger their lives; but when it comes

to us, who have not been believers in the

doctrine, let us take these things as we

would calomel, opium, arsenic, lobelia,

corrosive sublimate, or any other drugs

which are so much valued among physi-

cians. Now if a man really felt as if he

were dying, and was anxious to hurry

himself away, a dose of strychnine might

assist him. Now anything that a man

takes that stimulates his nerves above

their proper mode of action when he is in

health, his system will fall in the same

proportion below a healthy action, and it

will require a little more the next time to

stimulate it to the same height, and so

on, until the system refuses to be stim-

ulated, and the person will suddenly fall

into the grave. So much, then, will an-

swer for my remarks upon this subject.

I believe, brethren, many of us

have accustomed ourselves to using ar-

ticles prohibited in the Word of Wis-

dom, which prohibition is desired for

the benefit of the Saints in Zion, and

in all the world; we frequently use

them merely out of compliment. For

instance, I call in a brother's house,

the lady of the house knows I am an

Apostle, and she wishes to treat me

with marked respect, and she supposes

I am entirely unmindful of the precepts

contained in the Word of Wisdom, makes

me a cup of tea or coffee; well, I think

it is a pity to throw it away, after it has

spoiled half a gallon of the best Ameri-

can creek water, and I drink it to save

it. This is not only the case with me,

but with other young men also (for I can

call myself a young man with a perfect

grace now, for I have as fine a head of

hair as any of you); a great many of

us take these stimulating drinks for the

sake of fashion. If I should happen to

come across those who know how to use

"the good crater," they will invite me to

partake with them; if I refuse, they will

then begin to urge; but the best policy

to be observed in cases of this kind is to

do as we have a mind to; if we do not

want "the intoxicating drink," let them

take it all; and if we do, we will take it

without urging, and bear the responsi-

bility ourselves. This is the best policy

I would wish to be governed by, though I

have had to say, once or twice in my life,

"Gentlemen, I do not wish to be urged."

If a man refuses to drink with those who

indulge in the use of strong drinks, it is

customary to consider it a want of friend-

ship. Let us be our own masters, and

not believe we must be chained down to

these foolish and hurtful traditions.

It has happened to be my lot to visit

a good many of the Branches; a great

portion of the time that I have been in

this Church, I have spent in traveling.

Last year, in performing the duties of

historian, when I found that constant

application to these duties became se-

vere on my health, I would go out in

the neighboring settlements and preach

to the people, and stir them up to dili-

gence and obedience; in this way I have

had a good opportunity to observe the

feelings and sentiments of the people,

which operate upon the hearts of the


