ORDAINING YOUNG MEN TO OFFICE, ETC.

Saints in the different settlements of these
valleys.

The view that I wish to take on this sub-
ject is, that there is in many of the settle-
ments a want of union. For instance, they
will get together in a meeting, and con-
clude that they will have a certain man
for a President, or for a Bishop, they will
all agree to it, then some few individuals
will go back into a corner and say, “Well,
brother, don’t you think that such a man
would have made a great deal the best
President?” And whenever the President
steps forward to introduce a measure, the
next thing he would come across would be,
two or three of the brethren will kindly say
to one another, “I, for one, don’t like that
measure.” You understand the simple lever
power, the most simple of all mechanical
principles; you know that I can take a lever,
and by getting a first-rate good purchase, I
can hold as much as twenty men can roll;
the result is, if I cannot have it my way, I
might by that means prevent the President
from having it his way. I am more intimate
with the City of Provo; its population I do
not now exactly recollect, but it is prob-
ably about three thousand five hundred; its
locality is one of the best in the mountains,
from the fact that the position is in the
midst of a heavy amount of water power,
which can be easily applied to machinery
to the best possible advantage; it is also sur-
rounded with the best farming land, with an
abundant means of irrigation by the appli-
cation of a very little labor, and the facilities
for timber are a great deal more convenient
than in other places, referring especially to
this Territory. Provo is also the County
Seat of Utah County, gathering to its center
a great amount of county business, at any
rate such a portion of it as pertains to keep-
ing of records, which makes it a kind of
general place of resort for men from
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every part of the county, who wish to do
business of this kind.

I give you this description to show you
that they have every facility to make it one
of the handsomest and most wealthy cities,
according to the number of its inhabitants;
they have a rich soil as well as an abundance
of water and mill privileges; and yet, for
want of union in the feelings of that com-
munity, the place has been a great portion of
the time at a kind of drag, the progress of the
place has been slow; for when any measure
would be presented, a few individuals would
use their influence to check the wheel. The
fact is, if they were not disposed to roll the
load over, they could clog the wheels and
hinder in a great measure its progress.

That has been the difficulty which has ex-
isted in that place, and in other places, and
it has had the effect of retarding the prog-
ress of the place in wealth, in prosperity, in
public buildings, schools, roads, bridges, and
other improvements, in private interests,
and in farming facilities. To any man who
has an idea of what men can accomplish,
this arrangement is positively obnoxious;
it seems as a clear illustration of the neces-
sity of Saints being united. There is a city in
Utah County, by the name of Springville;
in consequence of a little division which has
arisen there occasionally, they have been
prevented, for several years, from build-
ing anything like a reasonable amount of
schoolhouses, compared with the number
of its inhabitants; there are individuals there
who have been all the time blocking the
wheels, and by that means they hinder the
onward progress of the whole community in
their labor of public improvements.

Now, brethren, almost all the dif-
ficulties that have been brought on
the Saints from the beginning, were in
the first place in consequence of this
kind of division. There is nothing
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