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ple is a true Priesthood, and if you

listen to the instructions and be led

by the keys of this kingdom, you are

in the path to an eternal exaltation,

and we shall overcome every power

that would seek to prevail against us.

Let us be as one, and we can never be

broken. May God preserve us in the light

and law of Christ, that we may be re-

deemed. Amen.
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Friends and Brethren, we have

assembled ourselves together on this

solemn occasion to commemorate one of

our departed friends, who has suddenly

been taken from our midst.

It is customary among most of the na-

tions of the earth, on an occasion of this

kind, to deliver what is termed a funeral

sermon. I have been called upon quite

unexpectedly this forenoon to perform

this office. I do not expect to be lengthy

in my remarks, but shall endeavor to say

something in relation to the present con-

dition of man, and his future state.

We have been placed upon this earth

for a wise purpose, in a state and con-

dition of being to prepare ourselves for

a higher state and order of things. These

are the objects for whichman exists here.

Generations have come and gone. Mil-

lions and hundreds of millions of human

beings have peopled this globe, and have

departed hence, and we must all follow

in the footsteps of the generations that

are past.

It is a decree of Jehovah who

governs and controls the destinies of

worlds, who controls all intelligent be-

ings, that man should die. No one

can escape this decree! No one can pre-

vail with the grim monster death, and

overcome him, but we must all sooner or

later meet that enemy of mankind, and

be laid prostrate in the tomb.

Why is it that so great and good a Be-

ing, a Being who is full of benevolence

and love, a Being who is filled withmercy

and compassion, should suffer such a

dire calamity to befall the human race?

Why is it? Is it because He delights in

the sufferings of mankind? Is it because

he delights to see them writhe in pain

and distress? No: it is because man has

sinned; it is because he has offended his

Maker—because he has transgressed sa-

cred and holy laws, because he has sub-

jected himself to the monster death, to

the miseries, wretchedness, and vanities

of this life. It is not, however, because we

ourselves have sinned that death comes

upon us; but it is because of the original

sin; for all will admit that infants that

are incapable of sinning against God,

who are unacquainted with His revealed

will, who discern not between good and

evil, fall victims to the destroyer, as

well as others. If, then, this curse


