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the firmament; while others, whose works
have not been so honorable, will be like
some of those stars that appear to the na-
ked eye in the heavens much inferior.

Who are those individuals who will en-
ter into the higher state of glory? I answer;
they are the individuals who keep the law
of God, who believe on the Lord Jesus
Christ, who repent and forsake their sins,
who receive the ordinances of the Gospel,
who are baptized in the likeness of Christ’s
death, who arise from the liquid element
in the likeness of his resurrection, who re-
ceive the laying on of hands for the gift of
the Holy Ghost, who walk steadfastly in all
the principles revealed for the salvation of
man, and who continue faithful to the end.

These are the righteous who will be ad-
mitted into the highest glory. Their glory
will be full; it will be like the glory of the
Son of God; as the Apostle John has said,
“Beloved, now are we the sons of God, and
it doth not yet appear what we shall be: but
we know that, when he shall appear, we
shall be like him; for we shall see him as he
is.” Their bodies will come forth from the
grave fashioned like unto His glorious body,
and in every respect they will inherit the
same glory that the Son inherits, and hence
they are one as the Father and Son are one.

Now many religious societies are so un-
charitable in their feelings, that they sup-
pose that all who die, not having received
the plan of salvation, will sink down into a
night of endless darkness. I speak of a cer-
tain class of Christians; they suppose there
will be only two places—heaven and hell;
and that all those who do not enter into
heaven will sink to hell, where they must
remain eternally.

But these are not the views of the
Latter-day or former-day Saints. They
believe that all will be judged according
to their works. If they do not receive
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the fulness of the plan of salvation, yet, if
they are among the honorable men of the
earth, having dealt uprightly and honor-
ably one with another, and have lived up
to the light which they are in possession
of, they will in due time be redeemed, and
partake of a degree of glory; such will be
exalted to all the happiness and greatness,
wisdom and knowledge, light and intelli-
gence which they are prepared for, or ca-
pable of receiving. It is true, they may have
to associate in the intermediate state with
beings, and powers, and principles that
will not be pleasant; for the spirit world is,
in some respects, like the world we live in.

Beings that enter the spirit world find
there classes and distinctions, and every
variety of sentiment and feeling; there is
just as much variety in the spirit world as
in this; consequently, they have to grapple
with those powers and influences that sur-
round them. Spirits have their agency be-
tween death and the resurrection, just as
much as we have here. They are just as lia-
ble to be deceived in the spirit world as we
are here. Those who are deceived may as-
sist in deceiving others, for they have their
classes, their theories, and their opinions.
Almost everything that we see here is the
same in the spirit world. They are mixed
up with every variety, and are as liable to
be deluded there as here.

Although the righteous enter into a
state of rest and peace, and enjoy happiness
in a great degree, yet their happiness is not
complete, they are not perfected in glory. It
is only their spirits that are there, and they
will have to mingle more or less with infe-
rior minds, and different dispositions; but
still they will enjoy a great degree of happi-
ness, for their own consciousness of having
done right imparts pleasure, consequently
it is a state of rest, of peace, free from the
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