
them: he said, “For for this cause was 
the gospel preached also to them that are 
dead, that they might be judged according 
to men in the flesh, and live according to 
God in the spirit.”

This was the object, then, that they 
might have the same Gospel that men have 
in the flesh. If we acknowledge they had 
not the opportunity of receiving it in the 
flesh, they must have it in the spirit world; 
for in the great judgment day all men are to 
be judged by the same Gospel, and conse-
quently, in order to judge them, it was nec-
essary that they should hear the same Gos-
pel that was preached upon the earth, that 
they might have the privilege of entering 
into the presence of the Lord their God, or, 
if they rejected it, be justly condemned.

Jesus has set us the pattern, he held the 
Priesthood which was conferred by his 
Father, to redeem those spirits, that they 
might come forth in the morning of the 
first resurrection and receive eternal life, 
and partake a portion of that glory of 
which I have spoken. If Jesus did this, may 
not his servants do it also, being blessed 
in this life with the same authority from 
heaven, and holding that authority after 
death? May not they be engaged in the 
same benevolent purposes? Yes, they may.

These are our views, the views of the 
Latter-day Saints. And we believe that the 
spirits of the just will be sent on missions 
of mercy to those in prison, who had not 
in this life the opportunity of obeying 
those principles that I have referred to.

Much might be said with regard to  
the future state of man between death 
and the resurrection. We might go on 
and contrast the difference between

man in the flesh, and man in the spirit 
world. There are many points of contrast, 
as well as of agreement, in these two states 
of existence. But we have not time to take 
up and contrast the difference between 
disembodied spirits, and those that are in 
an embodied state.

By way of conclusion, we will say, that 
all men will come forth and take bodies, 
some celestial, some terrestrial, and teles-
tial, to occupy degrees of glory and be re-
warded according to their works, unless 
they have sinned against the Holy Ghost. 
There are certain sins that cannot be for-
given in this world nor in that which is to 
come; to say that such shall be forgiven, 
we are not authorized, but all others, af-
ter suffering for their evil deeds, will come 
forth from the grave to receive for their 
good works, those that have done evil hav-
ing suffered according to their evil deeds; 
and thus the justice and mercy of God 
will be displayed. All will partake of them 
according to the degree of light that has 
shone forth in their day.

We are called upon on this solemn oc-
casion as a Territory to mourn the loss of 
one who has occupied a distinguished posi-
tion among us, one whose course has been 
an exemplary one to all mankind, that is, 
so far as we are acquainted with him. He 
has now left us, but we expect to meet with 
him again and see his face. And it is not 
long before all now present will again meet 
with this distinguished individual.

May God bless us and enable us to be 
prepared to meet with each other in the 
eternal worlds, and to receive according to 
the justice and mercy of God. Amen.
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