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OPPOSITION TO THE GOSPEL

AN ADDRESS BY ELDER GEORGE A. SMITH, DELIVERED IN THE BOWERY,
GREAT SALT LAKE CITY, AUGUST 5, 1855
Reported by G. D. Watt

I have listened, brethren and sisters, to
the remarks of Elder Seth M. Blair with a
good deal of interest, and I can appreciate
to a considerable extent the sensation that a
man feels when he leaves the division, cor-
ruption, and savage dispositions that are
prevalent among the nations of mankind,
and comes among the Saints. Where there
is unity and the blessings of the Spirit of the
Lord dwelling in the hearts of the people,
peace and prosperity will attend their exer-
tions, temporal as well as spiritual, for they
will act in unity, and their exertions for each
other’s welfare being unanimous and simul-
taneous, success is bound to be their reward.

I am very happy to enjoy the privilege of
seeing the faces, and listening to the voices
and testimonies, of our Elders when they re-
turn from their missions, and I do know that
the greatest school to which any man in this
Church can be sent, is through the world to
preach the Gospel. I used to say when I was
a young man and was traveling to preach
the Gospel, I would forgive the worst en-
emy I had if he would only travel among the
Presbyterians, Seceders, and Covenanters in
Pennsylvania, and preach the fulness of the
everlasting Gospel faithfully, without purse
or scrip. I would forgive him from the fact
that if he lived three months among them
in that way, he would have been literally
starved into a full atonement for any injury
that he could have inflicted on me.

There was, from the beginning, fixed
hatred in the minds of the world at
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large against this people. It is not here as it
is in the Christian world generally, for there
the Baptists, Methodists, Presbyterians, and
Universalists, although bitterly opposed to
each other, can all unite to persecute the
poor “Mormons,” they are all in error to-
gether, but they can unite whenever the
truth comes along, and use all their com-
bined influences to put it down. They differ
on a kind of complimentary principles, but
when they speak of the Saints of God, there
is in the hearts of the whole of them, a deep-
seated, deadly hatred, and they will do all
in their power to put them down. I do not
know how the people generally feel about
it, but it must seem strange to individuals
having the Spirit of the Lord, that these
different sects and parties despise and hate
each other, and differ so materially, and yet
the very moment that an Elder comes into a
city, town, or village, they all unite to mob
him out of the place. He may perhaps al-
lude to some of their doctrines, and perhaps
not, but they will all join together to put
down the “Mormons.” The only difficulty
is that the Baptists, Universalists, Presbyte-
rians, and Methodists, and the others have
all got different meetinghouses, or else we
might conclude that their opposition to
the Saints would unite them into one, for
some of them believe that they will all be
saved, notwithstanding their difference
of opinion, but the very moment that a
“Mormon” comes and preaches the first
principles of the Gospel, you will see the
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