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utmost confusion among them, their

preachers all put their heads together to

form plans by which to overthrow "Mor-

monism," and even if there is an infi-

del that they consider or think is a little

smarter than they are, they will sustain

him if they can persuade him to unite

with them to put down "Mormonism,"

and if arguments are likely to fail, they

start a fresh or more sure method by

raising a mob, and exciting the public

feeling, and driving out the "Mormons,"

believing that to allow the "Mormons" to

obtain any influence would be hurtful;

they are fearful that it would really in-

jure their cause.

And what is the reason that such fear

and alarm should seize them when the

Elders go among them? Why, it is plain

and simple: the man of God who goes

forth without purse and scrip, he has

the truth, and he has the Spirit of the

Almighty God, and he has the truth as it

was anciently and as it is modernly re-

vealed, and he lays the axe at the root of

the tree, and annihilates error wherever

he finds it.

All the systems of Christendom have

got so mixed up with the world, and so

mixed and interwoven with the corrup-

tions thereof, that the adversary has per-

fect dominion over them all, and hence

the very moment that a man having the

Priesthood comes along and pours in a

flood of light upon the world, the adver-

sary tells them like this, "Why we should

put that down, or it will cause us trou-

ble," and the very spirit that is in them

is the spirit of the adversary, and they go

to work with all their might, and try to

put down all who dare to advocate such

strange doctrines, and thereby trammel

everything under their control. And

nothing is more sure than that when

the Spirit of the Lord is withdrawn from

a people who have previously received

the light of the Gospel, or who have

had the opportunity of receiving it, they

become violent persecutors, and hence

it is that the editors of the newspapers

in the United States breathe forth their

most bitter anathemas against this in-

nocent and law-abiding people, because

that spirit of darkness which rules them

is afraid of the truth.

It was cowardly fear that caused the

Allies to banish Napoleon the First to

St. Helena, and there watch him as

they would a wild beast to the day of his

death. It is a similar fear that causes

the enemies of this people to attempt our

utter destruction, and that prompts the

great writers and statesmen of the age

to cry out, "Annihilate the 'Mormons,' or

Christianity is down," and thereby seek

to raise the ruthless hand of military

power to annihilate and destroy inno-

cent, unoffending, law-abiding citizens

of a rapidly improving Territory. Every

honest man that comes into our Terri-

tory, after a short existence in the midst

of the Saints, reasonably concludes we

have greater respect for the Constitution

of the United States, than any other peo-

ple, notwithstanding all that may have

been said by howling priests about the

tyranny in the midst of these mountains.

Circumstances have proven, beyond

all successful contradiction, that the El-

ders and authorities of this Church do re-

spect the great principles of the Consti-

tution, and the Latter-day Saints in and

of every nation do respect the constitu-

tion and laws of their country; the prin-

ciples of their faith make this obligatory

upon them.

We have been driven from our com-

fortable homes in the United States, into

these mountains, and it is only under

the kind hand and protecting care of the

Almighty that we are kept here; He gave

us the privilege of sheltering and of stay-

ing here for the time being.

We are the children of the Most


