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we must depend upon Him who is the

source of all good, and from whom pro-

tection must be derived, for as the Lord

lives, peace is taken from the earth, and

every man's hand is against that of his

neighbor, and death and destruction and

all the powers of earth and hell seem to

be manifest to bring about the consump-

tion determined for the last days.

There is considerable anxiety among

the Elders to go and preach the Gospel

to distant nations, to those who profess

to be enlightened, but brethren and sis-

ters, let us preach the Gospel at home, in

our houses, to those natives in the moun-

tains who are sunk in misery and dis-

tress.

Let us open good schools for the In-

dians, and use the influence that we

have got, for their redemption, and let

us endeavor to bring them back to the

light, bring them back from their long

lost and degraded condition, bringing

them back to the Gospel enjoyed by

their fathers, for they prophesied that

their children should wander in dark-

ness for many generations, and then the

Lord would commenceHis work amongst

them again; and let us do it, and do it

with faithfulness and tenderness, with

kindness and generosity, and act as fa-

thers would act towards their children;

and let us spend our means and la-

bor, let us toil, and even spend our all

for their redemption and preservation.

And let us not take hold of it as a

light matter, as a matter that we will

never let come near our hearts, but with

willingness, long-suffering, and contin-

ued endeavors to do them good, and

when we are foiled in our endeavors to

benefit those people, let us recollect that

we are not to be discouraged, but let us

remember that we are to keep trying,

and pray God to give you wisdom to act

aright. Put away from your hearts all

desires to shed their blood, and put far

from you the disposition that causes you

to think they are troublesome, and we

should like to get rid of them. Let us

consider that they have rights here, that

they are the original settlers. They have

natural rights, and all our kindness and

generosity and all our faith exercised to

benefit them will be acknowledged.

I know the feelings of some; they

think the best and only method to deal

with them would be to kill off and exter-

minate their race.

But the Lord has placed us here to try

us, and if we have suffering He will bless

us for our labors among that people.

Do not let us be weary, but let the

hearts of young and old throb with emo-

tions to be missionaries, throb with de-

sires to teach them the arts of civiliza-

tion.

Let these be our feelings and desires,

and may God bless us in our faith and

works, that we may bring them back to

the knowledge of their fathers and the

blessings of the Gospel according to the

promises. Amen.


