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GATHERING THE POOR

AN ADDRESS BY PRESIDENT BRIGHAM YOUNG, DELIVERED IN THE BOWERY,
GREAT SALT LAKE CITY, SEP. 16, 1855
Reported by G. D. Watt

Concerning the Saints in these Valleys,
and those who are abroad, I have a few re-
marks to make. The promises referred to
by the brethren who have addressed you
this morning are very reasonable—they
are very judicious; they have promised
to remember the poor in their prayers,
and before their brethren in Zion. I have
made the Saints some promises, and I
am not aware that I have made any
promises to them that I have not ful-
filled, at least so far as I was personally
concerned. I have promised myself that
I would plead for the poor; I have done
it—I have continued to do it—and I ex-
pect to continue to plead for the poor
Saints. I have preached in the United
States, in the British Provinces, and in
the Island of Great Britain, and have in-
variably promised the Saints one bless-
ing, viz., hard labor, hard fare, and plenty
of persecution, if they would only live
their religion, and I believe they are
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generally well satisfied that this promise
has been amply fulfilled. If the Saints
cannot endure, and endure to the end,
they have no reason to expect eternal sal-
vation

While brother Brown was speaking of
the Saints in England, that they would
probably be good Saints if they were
nursed, nourished, and cherished, I had
certain reflections. We gather the Saints,
and gather those who are poor; what for?
To bring to pass righteousness, but many
of them turn and go to the devil. I will re-
late. Before we arrived in Winter Quarters
we held obligations and accounts, against
the poor Saints we had emigrated to
America, to the amount of about thirty-
five thousand dollars, and that too out
of our own individual pockets—it was
not Church money. But while we were
in Winter Quarters, I do not think there
could have been ten persons counted, old
and young, who were brought from Eng-
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