
I am pleased with the privilege I have in 
speaking for a short time this evening.

I wish to have your prayers, and by the 
aid thereof to speak by the Spirit of the 
Lord, for I have found that without that 
Spirit I never could command language 
sufficient to convey my ideas.

With all the study that I have exercised, 
with all the books I have read and the ex-
perience I have had, I never have been able 
to convey, with any degree of force, the 
ideas presented to my mind, without the 
Spirit of the Lord. Believing in this fact, 
I have never premeditated what I should 
say. Some suppose that, to treat upon the-
ology, or any other science coming under 
the general term, a person must have a 
classical education.

I hope you, as well as myself, have often 
thought upon the science of theology, or 
upon other branches of science; but not-
withstanding we may reflect upon them, 
and think upon them till we make our 
heads ache, yet my experience has proved 
to me that an Elder of Israel cannot im-
press any subject on the minds of the 
people, unless he has the Holy Spirit.

I might reason upon this point at some 
length; for instance, we have some among 
us who are good preachers, and who are 
considered good in language, but yet 
they are not able to impress their ideas 
upon other minds, unless they have the 
Spirit of the Lord. I find others who are 
not considered good speakers nor good in

language, yet when filled with this Spirit 
they can convey their ideas in a clear man-
ner to those whom they address. Therefore 
I reason like this, if a person address you 
and wishes to make a suitable impression 
upon your mind, he must have the Spirit.

Latter-day Saints are, and have been 
highly favored; the channel of commu-
nication has been opened from heaven 
to earth in our day, and has inspired this 
people with the gift of the Holy Ghost, 
and by that gift they have proved the 
things of God. When I read the produc-
tions of men I am apt to forget them; I 
go for instance, to Elder Hyde’s grammar 
class, and I study, and read, and commit 
the rules of grammar to memory, but un-
less I keep my mind constantly upon that 
subject, it will fly away from me; it is like 
the man’s rabbit, “when he went to put his 
hand upon it, it was not there.” On the 
contrary, there are certain truths brought 
to my mind by the aid of the Spirit of the 
Lord, that I have never forgotten. Truths 
deposited by the Holy Ghost are treasured 
up in the mind, and do not leave it.

One trait I have had in my character 
from my boyhood, and that is, not to be-
lieve every story told me to be true. I well 
remember that my mother used to instruct 
and teach me that if I was a bad boy, I 
should have to go to hell, and that the  
fire there was seven times hotter than  
any fire I could possibly make, even if I 
should make it with beech or maple wood,
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