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upright, holy example will bring it out.
All this will take place, and there are many
here that will live to see those things,
and I rejoice that there is but a compara-
tively little time for those things to be
accomplished.

I look at matters perhaps a little differ-
ent from some that get away off this way
and then the other, and when they get dis-
appointed will apostatize.

In order to explain my feelings I will
bring up one little example; for instance,
it was expected that when the Saints gath-
ered to Jackson County, there would be a
perfect paradise, and that there would be
an end to trouble and to opposition. And
when the Saints were driven out from
Jackson County, almost all in the Church
expected that they would speedily be re-
stored; and a person was considered almost
an apostate that would say, they would not
come back in five years, or ten at the fur-
thest; but the prevailing opinion seemed to
be that it would take place immediately.

When Zion’s Camp went up, and
found the Saints all scattered abroad, what
did we hear? Why, all in camp were on
the tiptoe to have Zion redeemed imme-
diately; perhaps some would stretch their
faith and put it off for five years; but those
were considered weak in the faith. This
was their extreme enthusiasm.

I was appointed to visit all the Saints in
Clay County, to strengthen them, and I
proved to them from the Book of Doctrine
and Covenants that it would be very many
years before Zion should be redeemed; and
some would believe it, and some others
would think that brother Pratt was rather
weak in the faith; but I endeavored to show
them that such and such things had got to be
fulfilled before the redemption of Zion; and
time has proved the truth of what I advanced.

Now let us see if they have not
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got to the other extreme; twenty-two years
have passed since that time, and if we look
around now, is it not the other way, the
very opposite? The people think of al-
most everything else but the redemption
of Zion, and speak to individuals about it,
and they put it off a great distance ahead.
But I do not feel to go to this extreme.
I will give you my opinion; so far as the
revelations go, in speaking of this subject,
I think that this event is nearer than this
people are aware of.

Again, take the subject of the coming
of Christ, and as far back as 1831, I re-
member that I came on from New York to
Kirtland, Ohio, and I found many Saints
thinking that Christ would come immedi-
ately. Though I had but little experience,
yet I had applied myself to the written rev-
elations, for they were not then printed,
but I frequently got the privilege of read-
ing them, and copying some of them, and
therefore, I had an opportunity of judging
more correctly, perhaps, than those who
had not the same privilege.

No doubt they felt exceedingly anxious
to have him come, as we all do, and this
anxiety overcame them, and hence they
were mistaken. I have no doubt that there
are others in the Church that think it is a
far off event, an event that will probably
take place in the days of their youngest
children; but from what is written, I look
upon it as an event that is much nearer
than is generally supposed.

It is true, there is a great work to be per-
formed, but the Lord has a great many to
perform it. If He had them all concentrated
in one vast body from England, Scotland,
the nations of Europe, and the Islands
of the sea, he could soon accomplish the
work, notwithstanding its vastness.

A great work has to be brought

about; how many years, or scores of
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