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years, it will be, I know not, but from the
scenes we behold among the people, the
breaking up of the nations, and the signs
of the times, and the present aspects of
the European war, and from the shutting
up and closing up of the proclamation of
the Gospel in many lands, the coming of
Christ seems to be near at hand, yet Zion
must be redeemed before that day; the
temple must be built upon the consecrat-
ed spot, the cloud and glory of the Lord
rest upon it, and the Lamanites, many of
them, brought in, and they must build up
the NEw JErRUsaLEM! It is true, so says the
Book of Mormon, that inasmuch as the
Gentiles receive the Gospel, they shall as-
sist my people the remnant of Jacob, saith
the Lord, to build the New Jerusalem. And
when they have got it built, then we are
told that they shall assist my people who
are of Jacob to be gathered in unto the
New Jerusalem.

Only a few thousands or hundreds of
thousands, then, are to be engaged in this
work, and then, after it is done, we are
to assist the Lamanites to gather in; and
then shall the powers of heaven be in your
midst; and then is the coming of Christ.

It will not be before the Lamanites
come in, nor before the temple is con-
structed in Jackson County; but there is a
great people to do the work.

I look upon these events as something
that will take place sooner than many ex-
pect, and it will find many putting it away
at a distance. This is evident, from the fact,
that he will find them eating and drink-
ing with the drunkard, and marrying, and
giving in marriage, to the very hour of his
coming.

This shows the state of the world as it is to
be at his coming, and if they are to perceive
one event after another, why do they indulge
themselves in these things? It shows that
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they do not perceive that it is so
near.

It will not be those who have oil in
their lamps, for they are ready, and when
the sound goes forth, the oil is there; but
it will be the others; their lamps will have
gone out, and they will have no light; and
hence he comes, and men are not aware of
it; he enters in and the door is shut, and
five out of the ten virgins that have actu-
ally gathered, as it appears, are numbered
among hypocrites and unbelievers.

How often do I think of this, and the
condition of the Saints? Will the Saints be
ready? With all the evidence and testimony
that they have portrayed before them from
Sabbath to Sabbath, is it not strange that
so many will be so unprepared for that ter-
rible day of the Lord? It will be a pleas-
ing day to the righteous, but terrible to the
wicked.

This ought to brace us up, it ought to
keep up our spirits, and cause us to pre-
pare for that time. If I should not do this,
I neglect my duty. Should I do wrong be-
cause some person in the Priesthood, high
in authority, does wrong? No, it should
have no influence whatever over me.

We should have the Spirit of light that
lighteth every man that cometh into the
world, and especially those that obey the
truth. And if we will yield to this influence
we will not be led away from the right path;
we are not to give way, no, not even to an-
gels who may pretend to come from heaven.

The spirit upon us should enable us to
do that which is right, and that which is
our duty. For instance, take the Word of
Wisdom, which is given for our benefit
and temporal salvation. It is true, disobe-
dience to that is not so gross a sin as some
others; but still, it is given for our tem-
poral salvation, and should be observed.
Now, it would require the servants of God
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