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to preach it every two weeks, or at least

every month, to persuade this people to

hearken to it; and yet they know it is

the word of the Lord. If I were to call

a vote, I presume that there would not

be one that has come to the years of un-

derstanding but what would say, it is the

word of the Lord.

They go away, after hearing a most

glorious discourse upon this and other

revelations, and perhaps they will keep

the Word of Wisdom two or three days;

but it makes their head ache, and then

they take a little tea, and it does them

good for the moment, and they think the

Lord don't know what they need as well

as they do. I do not say that you do say

this, but your actions bespeak this. But

it is such a trial! It must be a terrible

trial, which the Lord said the weakest

of all that are or can be called Saints

could obey. A thing like tea to have

influence over us, so that we can only

obey the Word of Wisdom two days, and

then break it, until we hear another dis-

course, and thus breaking our covenants,

it shows the folly and weakness of man.

It shows how the influence of one man

prevails over another.

Why cannot you be independent be-

ings, and say, "I will do this, and that,

and the other, let my neighbor do as he

may; let my neighbor do as he will, but

as for me and my house, we will serve

the Lord?" This is what ought to be.

In making these remarks I take

them to myself, although I have, as

an individual, been very strict in re-

lation to the Word of Wisdom since

I have been in the Valley, and years

before. Do not I like the good old

tea? Yes I do, and when it is sweet-

ened up, and a little cream turned in, it

is very pleasant, as no doubt also was the

forbidden fruit; but it is for me to use my

endeavors to have it observed, by setting

a good example, that I may have influ-

ence over my neighbor and over my fam-

ily; and I do use that influence as far as is

consistent, but it is difficult to persuade

persons from their old habits.

I wonder what those persons would

do, if called to be martyred for their re-

ligion, who cannot do without violating

the Word of Wisdom! I am aware that it

is not by constraint, and a man should

not constrain his family to obey it, but

every man will have to give an account

of his doings, and abide the consequence,

whatever it may be, if it be the destroy-

ing angel going through the land to slay

the disobedient.

A man may keep the Word of Wis-

dom so far as tea, coffee, and tobacco

are concerned, and still come very short.

If he wishes and intends to be right,

he must obey this, together with all the

commandments and Words of Wisdom.

We must regulate our thoughts, our com-

ings in, our goings out, and all our doings

and our minds by the Spirit of the Lord,

and by the counsels of His servants. Can

the destroyer have influence over such a

man?

Let such a man stand up and say,

"Lord, I have done as you told me, I

have kept your words." Could such aman

be destroyed before he had accomplished

his work on the earth? I question it.

Well, we shall undoubtedly see a time

when we shall need such confidence as

this.

May the Lord bless us all for Christ's

sake. Amen.


