
22 JOURNAL OF DISCOURSES.

disposed to whip him. When she came

home she had not power to punish him.

Have you not as much faith and confi-

dence in God as that little boy? It was

the same with Daniel in the den of li-

ons. The decree of the king was that

he should be thrown into the lions' den.

Daniel called upon his Father continu-

ally to take the ferocious feeling from the

lions, that they might not have power to

harm him, and it was accomplished ac-

cording to his cry.

I could relate scores of circumstances,

while I was on missions, of men swearing

that if I went to their houses they would

blow my brains out, or do me some vio-

lent bodily injury. I would go, but instead

of putting their threats into execution,

nothing would be too good for me, and

they would say, "Come back, Mr. Kim-

ball, for I never had such a good time in

my life." I held them by my faith, and

that is the way in which the devil will

be bound; but as long as a person will

give him a privilege of coming into his

tabernacle, he will remain, for his object

is to get a body. It would not be proper

for me to come to your house, when you

have invited a guest to sit with you, and

go to casting him out, and I should have

no power to do it.

We are growing pretty fast, increas-

ing in faith, multiplying and progress-

ing, and we must continue to improve

while we live in this existence; and when

we leave this state, what we do not gain

here we have got to gain in another. If

you do not overcome your passions here,

you have got to do it there. You are

not going to step right into the pres-

ence of God when you leave this state

of mortality; you have got to make many

covenants and fulfil them to the very let-

ter.

What kind of people ought we to

be? We should be Saints of God,

and not sinners. We are about to

start for the south, and several are

going with us, but none but those who

are of one heart and one mind.

This work is never to go down, it has

commenced and it will never come to an

end until it has fulfilled the will of its

Author; you need not be troubled about

that.

Now, brethren, be humble, be patient,

be industrious, and when we come back,

we want to hear the spinning wheel in

every house. We do not expect the men to

do this buzzing, we expect the sisters to

do it. I am going to set my folks to work

at spinning up the wool, to working up

the old rags, and to making a little yarn

for carpeting. I would sooner walk on a

rag carpet made by my own family, than

upon an imported Brussels carpet made

in one of the best manufactories in the

world.

Let us be industrious and economical,

that the blessings of God and of all good

persons may rest upon us, and we will

multiply and replenish the earth, and

our crops and herds will multiply more

than they ever have. Listen to the coun-

sel given to you, and the devil will have

no business with you. The devil can hurt

noman, only when he gives way to his in-

fluence. When he offered Jesus the whole

world if he would bow down to him, he

had no power over him; says he, "I am

the Son of God, mind your own busi-

ness." Then he took him upon the Tem-

ple, and said, "If thou be the Son of God,

cast thyself down." But he told him to get

out of his way. The devil had no power

over him, any more than he can have

power over you, if you resist his power.

When the devil has power over persons,

it is because they have done something

wrong, which gives him power and influ-

ence over them. You have heard tell of

people having the blues; it is not good for

men to be blue, nor for women either, but

it is for them to have confidence in God

by doing right.


