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would speak in tongues and prophesy,

and rejoice exceedingly in the things that

were about to transpire, or that they be-

lieved would transpire when they should

be permitted to go and preach the Gospel

to the Lamanites.

A series of unexpected and unthought

of events has at length brought about

an opportunity, on our part, to instruct

these remnants of the house of Israel in

the best knowledge it is possible for us to

impart to them.

We have now been for eight years

right in their midst, where we could have

an opportunity of teaching them to read,

if we chose; of teaching them to work, or

anything else we may take the time, la-

bor, and expense to teach them. We are

now familiar with their habits, charac-

ter, and customs, to a considerable ex-

tent.

When the curse of the Almighty

comes upon a people, it certainly is the

work of generations to remove it. When

Cain brought a curse upon his own head,

and that of his household, his after gen-

erations bore the same curse.

The curse that came upon Canaan,

the son of Ham, has extended to a great

portion of the human race, and has con-

tinued to the present day.

For the last hundred years, philan-

thropists, who were ignorant of the or-

der of God—of the irrevocable decrees of

the Almighty—have exerted themselves

vigorously to thwart the purposes of the

Almighty, in trying to remove the curse

of servitude from the descendants of

Canaan; but their endeavors are vain

and useless; it is labor lost, and an-

swers no end, only so far as it serves to

multiply the difficulties and perplexities

which are arising in this generation, to

bring about the great destruction of cor-

ruption and wickedness from the earth;

in this way it all indirectly serves a pur-

pose.

When God has decreed a certain

way for men to be in servitude, and

has designed they shall hold that posi-

tion, it is worse than useless for any man

or set of men, to undertake to put them

in a position to rule.

The Lord conferred portions of the

Priesthood upon certain races of men,

and through promises made to their fa-

thers they were entitled to the rights,

and blessings, and privileges of that

Priesthood. Other races, in consequence

of their corruptions, their murders, their

wickedness, or the wickedness of their

fathers, had the Priesthood taken from

them, and the curse that was upon them

was decreed should descend upon their

posterity after them, it was decreed that

they should not bear rule.

In looking abroad on the earth and

seeing the effects produced upon differ-

ent races of men, it will be plainly discov-

ered that there are races who have never

been permitted to bear rule to any great

extent.

The God of heaven is the creator and

proprietor of the earth; we will admit,

however, that His claim to it has been

considered by men very weak for many

generations; His title has been, I would

not say disputed, but it has been abso-

lutely denied for a great while, so much

so, that when the Son of God came on the

earth he had nowhere to lay his head;

he said himself, "The foxes have holes,

and the birds of the air have nests; but

the Son of man hath not where to lay his

head."

We also read that when the Savior

was taken by the tempter on to an ex-

ceeding high mountain, he showed him

the kingdoms of the world, and the glory

of them, saying, "All these will I give

unto thee, if thou wilt fall down and wor-

ship me," although "the poor devil" did

not own a single foot of it.

This proves that Satan considered

himself so much in possession of the

earth, as to actually exclude the Sav-

ior's supremacy entirely, and wished


