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to place him in a position that it might
never be acknowledged; but the Savior
said, “Get thee behind me, Satan: Thou
shalt worship the Lord thy God, and him
only shalt thou serve.”

The dominion of portions of the earth
has changed hands frequently, and some-
times in a very unexpected and miraculous
manner; the Romans overpowered it to a
very great extent, and all that was consid-
ered habitable, or that was then known, was
either reduced to submission to the Roman
sway, compelled to pay tribute, or at least
to acknowledge Roman supremacy, with a
very few exceptions; this is as far as profane
history extends: hence, says Luke, “And it
came to pass in those days, there went out
a decree from Caesar Augustus, that all the
world should be taxed. And all went to be
taxed, every one into his own city.”—ii. 1,
3. This circumstance shows the existence of
several emperors possessed of sufficient do-
mains and power in the Roman empire to
demand taxation of all the world.

That nation has been compared to a na-
tion of iron in the visions of the Prophet
Daniel; it has been considered, by most
commentators upon the word of God, that
the Prophet Daniel considered the Roman
empire to be typified by the dream of Neb-
uchadnezzar, in which it is represented as be-
ing of iron in the great image which he saw.

I believe it came nearer exercising uni-
versal dominion than any other empire
that has ever existed. Nations of the present
time have obtained dominion over a great-
er extent of the earth’s surface than the Ro-
man empire did, yet it appears to be inhab-
ited, cultivated, improved, and discovered
to a far greater extent in proportion.

It has been said by some geographers that
the empire of Russia is the most extensive one
that ever existed; others, that the empire of

Charles the Fifth of Germany, which included
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Spain, Germany, the Netherlands, and
Mexico, Guatemala, and nearly all South
America, was the greatest. Others say the
present dominions of Queen Victoria
are the most extensive of any other. Be
that as it may, it is but a mere matter of
speculation. Rome at its time was the only
government that was considered all pow-
erful. That this power was given by the Al-
mighty, no man who believes in the deal-
ings of God with men will dispute, though
many who are skeptical on this subject
may produce different ideas and views.

From the time Rome was founded—
a small city upon the seven hills of the
Tiber, to the final extent of its dominion,
was eight hundred years, when it com-
menced to crumble, and continued so do-
ing until it fell in pieces.

About six hundred years after Christ
a prophet rose in Arabia, by the name of
Mahomet, who was born in 569; he was
an orphan boy; his father (Abdallah) hav-
ing died, he was left in childhood, and was
raised under the care of his uncle, whose
name was Abu Taleb, and finally became
an apprentice to learn the mercantile busi-
ness; he was sent by his master several
times on trading expeditions, as his agent,
to take charge of his train of merchandise.

He subsequently married Kadija, the
widow of his employer, who had left her,
at his death, considerable wealth.

Mahomet carried on the business his
master left, profitably, until he professed
and proclaimed to the world to have re-
ceived a mission from heaven. He was five
years in making his first convert; this was
rather slow progress; and that convert,
when made, was only a boy of eleven years
of age, whose name was Ali, the son of
Abu Taleb.

It will be recollected that the cli-
mate of Arabia brings persons to
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