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his father-in-law, Abu Bukker, who was very
faithful in sustaining the prophet during
his life, and who was acknowledged as the
first Khalif after the prophet’s death. This
man continued the war which Mahomet
had commenced, for when the prophet
had found that the people would not leave
their idols by being preached to, he con-
cluded the sword was the best argument;
he therefore decided he would take up the
line of march to his native city, sustained
by a powerful army. He destroyed the idols
in the Kaaba, the temple of Mecca, and
dedicated it to be the great temple of Ma-
homet, and the center of Mahometan wor-
ship, which position it has held up to the
present time. Mahomet set his examples,
gave out his laws in relation to pilgrimage,
prayer, and matrimony, and adopted many
rigid rules, which he kept strictly himself,
and which his followers have observed for
many generations; and in his last pilgrim-
age, in 632, 114,000 Mussulmen converts
marched under his banner.

Now this man descended from Abraham
and was no doubt raised up by God on pur-
pose to scourge the world for their idolatry.
Immediately after his death, his successors
commenced a series of campaigns against
the Roman or Greek empire, under the
command of Khaled the Great, surnamed
the sword of God, and Abu Obeidah. Dur-
ing the two years of the reign of Abu Buk-
ker, who ascended the throne in 632, he de-
termined to enforce the new religion upon
the inhabitants of Persia. This expedition,
however, failed in consequence of its being
too weak; but the expeditions against the
Greeks were more successful; battle after
battle was fought, province after province
was surrendered, and millions were convert-
ed to the new faith; and on the death of Abu
Bukker, Omar Ebu Al Khattab ascended the

throne in 634, and the war continued.
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During the reign of Omar they con-
quered Syria and Egypt, overthrew the
Persian monarchy, the old dynasty of the
Sassanides yielded their standard (the black-
smith’s leather apron), which had floated
for several hundred years in triumph over
the Persian monarchy, to the Saracen rule,
and many who surrounded Mahomet’s per-
son in times of his greatest danger rioted in
the white palace of Khosroes, which was
taken by the Arabs in 637, and where they
divided among themselves a spoil of sixty
millions of pounds sterling, and many of
the companions of the prophet wept when
they saw this prophecy so literally fulfilled.

Their manner of doing business was sin-
gular; they had a way of their own. When
they entered the Persian empire, led by
Saud-e-Wekkauss, they received a message
from Zezdejird the king, that they were a
pack of poor devils, that they came from
a country which was a desert, and had not
much to eat, and if they would go home and
mind their own business he would lead their
camels with dates. They replied, that they did
not come for his riches, nor yet for the fruits
of his country, they knew they were poor,
and had lived on green lizards and snails,
but that had nothing to do with the matter,
their business was to present to the king and
his people the pure religion which God had
revealed to them, and if they would accept
of it, and obey its precepts, not one hair of
their heads should be hurt, if they would not
accept of it, if they would not obey it, they
would require of them all to pay tribute, and
if they would not pay tribute, they would cut
off their heads. It was all told in three words,
the Koran, tribute, or the sword.

The proud monarch could not bow
to this, but called out his immense
armies and placed them under the
command of Rustum, the son of
Furrukh zaud and Ameir ul Omra of the
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