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days the privilege of receiving it has been

conferred, have been abroad, and pub-

lished the principles of salvation, and

the voice of the Prophet of God to the

world, and now the nations are left to

wrangle with and destroy each other. It

is an old proverb, and one of long stand-

ing, that "whom the gods would destroy,

they first make mad." Peace is taken

from the earth, and wrath and indigna-

tion among the people is the result: they

care not for anything but to quarrel and

destroy each other.

The same spirit that dwelt in the

breasts of the Nephites during the last

battles that were fought by them on this

continent, when they continued to fight

until they were exterminated, is again

on the earth, and is increasing.

I was amused the other day in hear-

ing a relation of a visit of brother Bar-

low to his native State, Kentucky. He

said, "The people are so united in se-

cret conspiracies that everything they

do not choose to uphold, they will pro-

scribe in every way." Says he, "If I had

mended a clock or a piece of jewelry,

it would have been desecrated, and the

man that dared to employ me or feed

me would have been proscribed by the

community, through their secret organi-

zations." That is the spirit that is abroad

on the earth, and one party will unite

against another, and so on, to the ut-

ter destruction of every single principle

of liberty, human happiness, and human

right upon the face of the earth, and

bring down upon the heads of the wicked

a terrible destruction, which has been

predicted by the Prophets.

I have seen the same spirit operate

in the midst of these mountains. I have

seen individuals here who are filled with

the spirit of contention—who are filled

with the spirit of wickedness; I have

heard them complain, murmur, and find

fault, until, by and by, they conclude

Brigham is wrong, the Church is wrong,

and everything is wrong, and that they

would go to California, and there stay

until the great day, when the Prophet

should come and set things right.

This spirit will in the end lead a man

to destruction; and all that will preserve

the Saints in the last days from the gen-

eral destruction in the vortex of ruin to

which the world is rushing, will be their

unity with each other, their clinging with

all their might, mind, and strength to

the building up of this kingdom, and

making it their only interest, that they

may hang together as one; knowing the

text we started on, that it is the Lord's

business to provide for His Saints.

If you excuse me for my Mahometan

narrative, I will close my remarks, pray-

ing that the Lordmay bless you, and lead

you in peace to inherit the celestial king-

dom in the end. Amen.


