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But I will not confine this practice to
those countries alone, but in a city of the
United States I have beheld a public pro-
cession of a vast majority of the populace
united in one grand bowery, extending
around the public square, and pictures and
images of saints were posted in the roads,
and an extra bowery was prepared for each
of those images or paintings, decorated
in all the pomp and splendor the people
could command, and while in procession
they would kneel down in the dirty streets
and public squares, though dressed in the
richest silks and satins that money could
purchase; persons so richly attired were
bowing down on their knees, or prostrat-
ing themselves in the dirt and dust at every
place where there was an image, and were
devoutly offering up prayers.

This is the idolatry that prevails more
manifestly in the countries where religion
is the law, but it also prevails right in our
own country, because there is a liberty of
conscience to worship what you please.

Now, if we take Mahometanism during
those dark ages, and the corruptions that
are so universally prevalent over the earth,
and the idolatrous systems of religion,
falsely called Christianity, and weigh them
in a balance; with all my education in favor
of Christian nations and Christian powers,
and Christian institutions, so called, with
all my prejudices of early youth, and habits
of thought and reading, my rational facul-
ties would compel me to admit that the
Mahometan history and Mahometan doc-
trine was a standard raised against the most
corrupt and abominable idolatry that ever
perverted our earth, found in the creeds and
worship of Christians, falsely so named.

It might not have been a very
pure standard, for the fulness of the
Gospel, with its Priesthood, ordinances,
powers, and gifts were not there, be-
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cause that pertained to another branch of
Abraham’s family.

Ishmael and his descendants were blessed
by the Lord, who said, “I will make of him
a great nation, and kings shall come of him,
and he shall have dominion;” yet there was
one thing not said on the head of Ishmael.
It was not said that in him should the elect
seed be chosen, who should bear the keys
of the eternal Priesthood, and salvation, in
which all nations should be blessed: this
was said on Isaac, the brother of Ishmael,
the heir; and it was also said of Jacob and
of Abraham; therefore, the blessings that
were peculiar, that pertained to the fulness
of the Gospel, that pertained to the eternal
Priesthood, that pertained to the coming
of Christ, and to the things of his ministry,
and to those that were called with the same
calling, and in which all nations should be
blessed and redeemed, could not be given
to Ishmael and to his descendants, but they
belonged by election to the chosen seed to
whom the promises were made, viz., the
children of Abraham through Isaac, and
through Jacob; but the Lord said of Ishma-
el, “I will make of him a great nation, be-
cause he is thy son; [ will bless him because
he is thine, and kings shall come of him.”
So the Lord seems to have fulfilled, more or
less, from those early days until the present,
the promises that He made to the children
of Abraham, that were not particularly de-
signed to hold the keys of the Priesthood.

All that a nation could have, without
the keys of the everlasting Gospel, without
the gifts and powers pertaining to those
keys, and without the fulness of the Gos-
pel, the people of the East seemed to have
been blessed with, so far as the Lord saw
fit to bestow upon them blessings during
those dark ages.

A great portion of the oriental coun-
try has been preserved from the
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