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grossest idolatry, wickedness, confusion,

bloodshed, murders, cruelty, and errors

in religion that have overspread the rest

of the world, under the name of Chris-

tianity, or mystery of iniquity.

An open defiance of God is no mys-

tery; open drunkenness, and reveling de-

bauchery, and all manner of wickedness

and immorality professed by sinners who

profess to be nothing else, are no mys-

tery; they do not deceive anybody; but

when all manner of wickedness, idolatry,

drunkenness, and corruption is cloaked

under a sacred name, under an outward

sanctity and holiness, and under as high

and dignified an appellation as Chris-

tian, it is a mystery of iniquity; and

that has overspread a great portion of

the world, and has borne rule until the

present day, sometimes under the name

of Roman universality, sometimes under

the name of the Greek Church, and at

other times under various classes and

names.

Many that were honest have been de-

ceived by this mystery of iniquity, who

have esteemed things to be sacred, which

were abominably corrupt; and corrupt

superstitions have been revered because

of the great names and sanctified profes-

sions that were attached to them.

If such institutions actually professed

wickedness, they would go for what they

were worth; but when a thing professes

to be holy, and takes the name of Christ

as its founder, and the holy Prophets

and Apostles, to carry out all manner of

oppression, all manner of idolatry and

idol worship, all manner of priestcraft

and kingcraft, and more or less insti-

gating division among nations and gov-

ernments, all to carry out bloodshed,

cruelty, the rack, the inquisition, and

holding of men in bondage, ruling them

with a rod of iron, it is a mystery of

iniquity calculated to deceive millions.

The Apostle John, speaking of this same

power, says, "By thy sorceries were all

nations deceived!!"

The Mahometan operations, in the

hands of the descendants of Abraham

and Ishmael, seem to have warded off

that deception and mystery of iniquity in

some measure, so that it has not entirely

overrun their country, morals, and insti-

tutions.

Though Mahometan institutions are

corrupt enough, and need reforming by

the Gospel, I am inclined to think, upon

the whole, leaving out the corruptions of

men in high places among them, that

they have better morals and better in-

stitutions than many Christian nations;

and in many localities there have been

high standards of morals.

There are, no doubt, sections of

country, and different localities in Asia,

where the people have not walked

strictly according to the regulations and

laws given by Mahomet, and observed by

his true followers.

But returning to the general corrup-

tion that has prevailed nationally, politi-

cally, and religiously, under the name of

Christianity, leaving out Christ and his

Apostles, I do think there has been no

idolatry in the world, under any form or

system, that could surpass it. It is the

mystery of iniquity, the great whore of

all the earth. It has brought the whole

earth under a lasting curse, having de-

parted from the laws of God, changed the

ordinances, and broken the everlasting

covenant, in consequence of which the

earth is destined to be burned, and few

men left.

So far as that one point is concerned,

of worshipping the one true God under

the name of Mahometanism, together

with many moral precepts, and in war

only acting on the defensive, I think

they have exceeded in righteousness and

truthfulness of religion, the idolatrous

and corrupt church that has borne the

name of Christianity.


